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John Cook (with mask) served as moderator at the Alfred outdoor town meeting held Sept. 12, under a 
tent at the athletic field across from the Alfred Fire and Rescue Building. PHOTO BY ALLISON WILLIAMS

Batman and Lt. Ron Smith on their 
Walk for Warmth from Limerick to 

Waterboro on Sept. 12.

Ron Smith and the superheroes take a break at their last check point, Lakeside Market, before walking their final 
steps to the Waterboro Fire Department. PHOTOS BY C.J. PIKE

 We are looking for customer 
service representatives for our Spectrum Mobile department!  

START DATE: October 13                  is still hiring!
Visit jobs.spectrum.com today!

PAID TRAINING: 6 weeks, Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m. • STARTING PAY: $16.50/hour, plus .75 shift diff erential for shifts that start at or after 11 a.m. 
BENEFITS: Medical, Dental, Vision, 401 K w/ 6% company match, Retirement plan, Free and discounted employee cable, internet & phone package (must 
live in service footprint), Accrued paid vacation, personal days, annual paid holidays, accrued paid sick time, and annual tuition reimbursement of $5,250.

Walking for warmth 
for the community

(Continued on page 4)

Heroes unite for a cause
By C.J. Pike

Lt. Ron Smith #91 of the Lim-
erick Fire Department completed 
his Walk for Warmth in just a lit-
tle over three hours on Saturday, 
Sept. 12, raising over $10,000 for 
the elderly and young struggling 
families of the RSU 57 area.

Smith and his team of sup-
porters and superheroes met at the 
Limerick Fire Department at 8:30 
Saturday morning and left at 9:10 
a.m to begin his walk. Batman 
joined him on the walk and other 
superheroes met him at the vari-
ous check points. It was 8.7 miles 
from the starting point to the final 
destination. 

Prior to leaving the building, 
they all gave their respects to the 
firefighters who lost their lives 
on 9/11, Sept. 11, 2001, which 
we all remember as a tragic day. 
This was Smith’s favorite part of 
the event, and he expressed his 
thoughts by saying that, “They 
are the true heroes and I will nev-
er forget about the bravery and 

courage those men gave.”
His checkpoints along the way 

were: Woodsome Bridge, Lake-
side Community Church, Mer-
rill’s Country Store and Lakeside 
Market. I caught up with them at 
Woodsome Bridge, which took 
him about 53 minutes to get to. 

After a brief break, they were 
off to Lakeside Community 
Church where there was a group 
of 12 of his supporters waiting for 
him, including his wife Jessica.  

A large balloon archway was 
set up for them to walk through, 
signifying the completion of that 
part of their walk. At that point, 
several cars stopped to make 
donations, and the whole group 
waved their thanks. Donation 
buckets were put out at each desti-
nation for people driving by.   

The next to two destinations 
were Merrill’s Store and Lakeside 
Market. I met them at Lakeside 
Market where they took a break 
and photo-op with the super he-
roes. And then, Smith and all of 
the superheroes walked up to the 
Waterboro Fire Department to-
gether, and through the final bal-

loon archway. 
Captain Robert Fossett drove 

the utility truck behind them for 
safety this year. Superheroes for 
the event were; Scarlet Spider-
man, Spider Girl, the Old Port 
Batman, Old Port Bat Girl, Super 
Girl, Bat Woman, Storm, Casey 

By Allison WilliAms

There were 57 Alfred citizens 
gathered for their first outdoor 
town meeting last Saturday. It 
was held in a large tent on the ath-
letic field where chairs had been 
set up six feet apart facing anoth-
er tent where selectmen and other 
officials were situated, including 
the moderator at his podium. John 
Cook, who has been moderator 
for many past meetings, also was 
voted as moderator for this one.

There were 55 articles to 
be considered and most passed 
without much discussion. Those 
which went up included salaries, 
town insurance, veterans com-
mittee, streetlights, Alfred Fire 
and Rescue, dispatch services, 

solid waste management, plow-
ing and sanding, year round road 
maintenance, park and recreation 
programs, Project Canopy, Field 
Care/Tree Program, general as-
sistance program, 2019 service 
truck lease, and SCBA Lease. 
SCBA stands for self-contained 
breathing apparatus. The sum 
$14,172 will be the first of four 
annual payments. Changes from 
prior year is $453,787.25 less 
than last year.

Alfred’s outdoor 
town meeting
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Upload photos to our 
Facebook page at 
“Reporter207”

or email them to
news@waterboro

reporter.com

SPORTS SCHOOL NEWS

Reporter Sports Editor Michael DeAngelis of North Waterboro had his first hole-in-one on Friday, Sept. 11 
at Province Lake Golf in Parsonsfield, on hole #14.  COURTESY PHOTO

Obituaries are a free service in the Reporter. 
EMAIL WITH PHOTO TO: 

news@waterbororeporter.com

Here for you 
since 1882

BUXTON • Portland Rd. & Rte. 202 • 929-8200
SACO • 365 Main Street • 282-0562  www.dcpate.com

Dennett, Craig & Pate
              Funeral Home and                 Cremation Services

Honoring the loss 
of your loved ones and 
celebrating their life...

the Denne� , Craig & Pate diff erence

47 Oak Street, Alfred, ME • (207) 459-7110
www.autumngreenfuneralhome.com

Sharing Memories...Celebrating Life

AUTUMN GREEN
         Funeral Home

• Our home provides a warm and unhurried atmosphere.
• We help you create unique and memorable services.
• Your loved one will be cared for with the utmost respect.

P.O. Box 75 • N. Waterboro, ME 04061
E-mail: ads@waterbororeporter.com

(207) 247-1033 
LOCALLY OWNED AND INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

Reach thousands  
of  local customers 
every week!

Education program at UMaine Augusta 
receives approval for streamlining  

certification process for aspiring teachers
The University of Maine at Au-

gusta (UMA) Education Program 
received State Board of Education 
approval for minors and certifi-
cates of study that will streamline 
the license certification process 
for UMA graduates, as well as im-
prove reciprocity with other states.

The approval process included 
an extensive self-study by UMA’s 
Education Program and a rig-
orous application process to the 
Maine Department of Education 
(MDOE).  Additionally, UMA 
hosted a site review team from 
the MDOE in December 2019 
resulting in the site team’s rec-
ommendation for approval to the 
State Board of Education. Due to 
the pandemic, the final vote by the 
State Board of Education was de-
layed from April to July. On July 
15, the Board voted unanimously 
for approval. 

State approval allows UMA 
graduates of the Education Pro-
gram to be certified through insti-
tution recommendation rather than 
transcript analysis. State approval 
also eliminates the requirement 
for the Principles of Learning and 
Teaching exam and provides great-
er reciprocity for those graduates 
seeking to teach in other states.

The endorsements approved by 
the Board of Education are in un-
dergraduate minors and post-bac-
calaureate certificates of study for 
Early Elementary Education and 
Elementary Education, as well as 
minors in Secondary Education in 
the areas of English, Life, Physical 
Science, Social Studies and Math-
ematics.  

“We are very excited for our 
graduates and the opportunities 
this approval by the Maine Board 
of Education will provide,” stated 
Cindy Dean, Associate Professor 
of Education and Coordinator of 
Teacher Education at UMA. “This 
certification allows our students 
to move more quickly into much 

needed teaching positions upon 
graduation.”

“This approval would not have 
happened without the dedication 
of our faculty and staff in the Edu-
cation Program,” said UMA Pres-
ident Rebecca Wyke. “I am grate-
ful for their efforts to provide our 
students with this opportunity.” 

UMA transforms the lives of 
students of every age and back-
ground across the State of Maine 
and beyond through access to 
high-quality distance and on-site 
education, excellence in student 
support, civic engagement, and 
professional and liberal arts pro-
grams.  For more information, 
please visit https://www.uma.edu/.

UMA’s Education Department 
prepares students for a career 
in education by completing one 
of several degree plans through 
courses, fieldwork, service learn-
ing, and student teaching.  Em-
bedded in each teacher education 
pathway are robust courses, field 
experiences, service learning, and 
collaboration with peers and facul-
ty that help provide the necessary 
competencies of Maine’s Com-
mon Core Teaching Standards.

UMA is unique in offering dis-
tance learning for aspiring teach-
ers. Students can earn their degree 
in a range of places, times, and 
circumstances by taking classes 
on-site, online, and/or at UMA 
Centers located across the state. 
Upon successful completion of all 
program and state requirements, 
graduates are eligible to apply for 
Maine Teacher Certification.
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Lake Arrowhead boat ramp closures and lake level notice 
Starting on Monday, Oct. 5 both the Ledgemere public boat ramp on Lake Arrowhead in Limerick, and the 
private Lake Arrowhead Community boat ramp will be closed for approximately one week due to a water 
main emplacement across the lake. The Ledgemere Dam operators will be lowering the lake two feet from 

normal high-water level to aid in the marine construction starting about Oct.1 and reaching the two-foot low 
mark by Oct. 5. The boat ramps will re-open as soon as the work is completed and the lake level should be 
returned to normal seasonal levels. Boaters are being asked to refrain from using the lake during this time, 

and to use extreme caution and be aware of any hazards to navigation. 
PHOTO BY KERRY DEANGELIS

FREE COOKING!
Call ahead and we’ll 
have your order ready!

361 Townhouse Rd., East Waterboro    207-247-5428

LIVE 
Lobsters & 
Steamed Clams

LLLLLL
LLLL
SS

Closing for the 
season Sept. 20!

207 247 5428
YEAR ROUND 24-HOUR BAIT

  LANDLOCKED 
Lobster & BaitP O L E  ❖  B A R N S

TRADITIONAL MAINE LOOK
ECONOMICAL STORAGE              207.432.8881

www.StultzBuildingInc.com

P O L E  ❖  B A R N S
TRADITIONAL MAINE LOOK

ECONOMICAL STORAGE              207.432.8881

www.StultzBuildingInc.comwww.StultzBuilding.com

Traditional New England Look
ECONOMICAL STORAGE          207.432.8881

THANK YOU for supporting your community newspaper and the businesses on these pages! 
NEWS: news@waterbororeporter.com      ADVERTISING: ads@waterbororeporter.com or 247-1033.

Pre-registration by 
Oct. 9 required

Thanks to a project sponsored 
by the Maine Department of Agri-
culture, Conservation and Forest-
ry’s (DACF) Board of Pesticides 
Control (BPC) and the Maine De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP), Mainer’s can dispose 
of unusable and unwanted pesti-
cides for free. The Obsolete Pesti-
cides Collection Program has kept 
more than 109 tons of pesticides 
out of the waste stream since its 
start in 1982.

This free annual program 
is open to homeowners, fami-
ly-owned farms and greenhouses. 
Collections will occur at four sites: 
Presque Isle, Bangor, Augusta, 
and Portland. Participants must 
pre-register by Oct. 9. Drop-ins 
are not permitted. Collected pes-

ticides are taken to an out-of-state 
disposal facility licensed by the 
federal Environmental Protection 
Agency. Information to register 
and fill out your obsolete pesticide 
inventory form may be found under 
“Resources” on the BPC website: 
www.thinkfirstspraylast.org.

Pesticides accepted include: 
herbicides, insecticides, rodenti-
cides, fungicides and similar prod-
ucts used in agricultural production 
or around the home. Past partici-
pants in the program have reported 
finding obsolete pesticides in barns 
of family properties, garages of 
newly purchased homes and other 
unexpected places. While removal 
of these pesticides can seem daunt-
ing, it is important for the protec-
tion of public, wildlife and environ-
mental health, that they are dealt 
with properly and not thrown in 
the trash or poured down the drain, 
where they can contaminate land 

New recipe contest and  
virtual components  
celebrate pure Maine maple

Due to COVID-19, the Maine 
Maple Producers Association 
(MMPA) and its members post-
poned Maine Maple Sunday, tradi-
tionally held the fourth Sunday in 
March. The association announced 
today the event will take place Oct. 
9-11, 2020. There will be new vir-
tual elements and in-person experi-
ences at a variety of sugar houses. 
The event will be held in conjunc-
tion with the new North American 
Maple Tour in the U.S. and Canada.

“Based on guidelines from CDC 
and local government officials, we 
are prepared and excited to host 
Maine Maple Producers Weekend 
in October. There is no doubt, the 
pandemic has hit our producers 
really hard. While the weekend 
of activities might look and feel 
a little different, we are confident 
we can provide the opportunity 
for people to safely celebrate pure 
Maine maple and support local 
producers. October is also perfect 
timing to raise awareness about the 
health benefits of maple products. 
Information about our recipe con-
test and the producers participating 
in Maine Maple Producers Week-
end can be found at mainemaple-
producers.com,” said Scott Dunn, 
president of the MMPA.

As part of the celebration and 
events, the association announced 
two virtual components for 2020, 
including a pure Maine maple rec-
ipe contest. The contest will pro-
vide participants the opportunity 
to share their best recipes using 
pure Maine maple products in three 
categories, beverage, entrée and 
dessert. The association will vote 
to determine the top three recipes 
in each category. Celebrity judges 
will taste the recipes and announce 
the winner on Oct. 9 at the Cum-
berland Fair sugar house. The win-

mAine DePArtment of AgriCulture, 
ConservAtion & forestry

mAine DePArtment of AgriCulture, ConservAtion & forestry

ners will receive a trophy and gift 
basket from the Maine Maple Pro-
ducers Association. Contest entries 
must be received by Sept. 20, 2020 
at 12 p.m. ET. The contest rules are 
available at mainemapleproducers.
com.

“We see this contest as a way 
we can continue to promote the cre-
ative ways to use pure Maine ma-
ple. With flu season coming, and as 
people closely monitor their health, 
especially related to COVID-19, 
using pure Maine maple syrup in 
food and beverages can help fos-
ter a healthy immune system. With 
important antioxidants and other 
vitamins, using pure Maine maple 
not only tastes great, it can help im-
prove your overall health. We can’t 
wait to see the recipes,” said Dunn.

During the pandemic and to 
provide an additional virtual ex-
perience, producers have started 
selling their products online. Sev-
eral producers also now offer new 
pick-up options. With the new pur-
chasing options, producers have 
set a goal to sell more than 10,000 
gallons of maple syrup products 
during the North American Maple 
Tour from Oct. 9-18. The new 14-
day tour includes the promotion of 
maple products at events, brew-
eries, distilleries and restaurants 
across the Northeast.

The MMPA represents more 
than 240 members that are licensed 
maple producers. Producers range 
from small artisan producers to 
bulk syrup providers who serve 
major grocery store chains, food-
service distributors and retailers.

Maine Maple Producers Asso-
ciation members produce 580,000 
gallons annually. Their business 
operations generate more than 
$21.6 million for the Maine econ-
omy. Members of the association 
also support more than 560 full-
time and part-time jobs that gen-
erate more than $17.3 million in 
wages.

Maine Maple Producers 
Weekend, Oct. 9-11

and water resources.
“The Obsolete Pesticide Col-

lection Program is an excellent 
opportunity for free disposal of un-
usable and unwanted pesticides,” 
said DACF Commissioner Aman-
da Beal. “Register in advance, 
bring your pesticides to one of the 
designated collection sites, and let 
the professionals dispose of these 
materials responsibly and safely.”

DEP Acting Commission-
er Melanie Loyzim encourages 
Mainers to take full advantage of 
this free opportunity. “When im-
properly disposed of—in the trash, 
poured into the environment, down 
the drain, or kept in storage for long 
periods—pesticides threaten wild-
life and the quality of our drinking 
water sources,” Loyzim said.

For more information about 
Maine Board of Pesticides Con-
trol visit thinkfirstspraylast.org.

Free disposal of unusable pesticides
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NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TAX-ACQUIRED PROPERTY

The Board of Selectmen of the Town of Newfield  
is requesting sealed bids for the purchase of the  

municipality’s interest in two (2) tax-acquired properties:

Map 6, Lot 2 (approximately 44 acres on the Lewis Hill Road)
with a minimum bid of $26,000.00;

Map 62, Lot 139 (approximately .74 of an acre with cottage at 
113 EH Davis Drive) with a minimum bid of $64,900.00

Complete Bid Instructions can be found on our website:  
www.newfieldme.org or by contacting the Town office at  

207-793-4348 or newfieldso@metrocast.net.
Bid Instructions MUST be followed or your bid could  

potentially not be accepted.

All bids must be received in the municipal clerk’s office  
no later than three o’clock (3:00) p.m. on October 6, 2020. 
Late bids will not be opened or considered.  Bids will be 
opened and reviewed by the Selectmen at the Town Hall  
on October 6, 2020 at six o’clock (6:00) p.m. The Board  
of Selectmen reserve the right to reject any and all bids.

The tax maps and other public information concerning the 
properties may be reviewed at the Town Office, by appoint-
ment, during its normal business hours, which are: Tuesday 
and Thursday 9:00 am -11:45 am and 1:00 pm -4:45 pm, 

Wednesday 12:00 (noon) - 7:00 pm, and the first Saturday of 
the month 9:00 am – 11:45 am.  Some information is available 

on our website at www.newfieldme.org or email Nichole at 
newfieldso@metrocast.net for the property file.

KASPRZAK
INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Health

RTE. 5 • NO. WATERBORO, ME 04061

247-4959

TOWN OF SHAPLEIGH
Public Hearing Notice

The Municipal Officers of the Town of Shapleigh  
will meet at 6:00 pm on the 29th of September, 2020 
for the purpose of holding a public hearing on and 

enacting the following ordinance:
GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE AS AMENDED
The public will be given an opportunity to be heard  
prior to the consideration of the above ordinance  
by the Municipal Officers. A copy of the amended  
ordinance is available at the Town Administrator’s  

office during regular hours.
Shapleigh Board of Selectmen

Jones, and Wonder Woman. 
A special shout out goes to 

The Pine State Heroes, who came 
down from Bangor: Dead Pool 
(Steven Palmer); Captain Amer-
ica (Justin Fletcher); and his son 
Gavin; Antman, (Zack Young); 
Scarlet Spiderman (Brian Pen-
ney); and young Spiderman (7 
year old Lennon Smith, his son.) 

A special thanks to Due South 
Candle Company/Wild Balloons 
who donated all of the balloon 
archways, a value of about $650.  

And thanks to all of those who 
donated to the GoFundme: Cath-
erine Shriver, Sue McIntyre, Au-
drey Walsh, Brandon Marby, and 
Suzanne Daniels. 

C.J. Pike
fudgecupboard@yahoo.com

793-8760

NEWFIELD

Saturday’s Walk for Warmth 
was a huge success, raising 
$828.80 from the donation buck-
ets at the checkpoints. The Go-
Fundme raised over $1.000 and  
J.P. Carroll Fuel’s account raised 
$9,000,  making a total for this 
year over $10,000. Donations 
keep coming in by mail, and 
there is still time to donate if you 
wish by cash, check or credit card 
over the phone, during their reg-
ular business hours. Any amount 
helps. Call them at: 793-2331.

A special thanks goes out to 
all who sponsored the walk. This 
is Smith’s second walk to help the 
people in the community where he 
lives 

The only training that he does 
is the calls that he goes on while 
serving as a firefighter. He says, 
“I enjoy walking” so he is more 
than happy to do his part to help 
out his community. Next year he 
plans to walk to the Newfield Fire 
and Rescue. 

Smith says, “My second favor-
ite part was meeting up with his 
number one fan from last year’s 
walk, Mary.” He is hoping to get 
their 3rd. annual photo-op togeth-
er then. 

“My third favorite part was 
receiving a thank you card from 
a little boy at a checkpoint who 
donated his money from his very 
own piggy bank.” Smith said that 
he was “one of the kindest kids I 
know” and that he will be putting 
that card on his fridge.

And his final, but most im-
portant favorite part was seeing 
the community come together, 
put their differences aside for a 
moment, and be strong for a great 
cause. His final comment was 
“That’s what is all about. Be kind 
and help each other when some-
one needs help. Thank you all for 
a successful year and see you all 
next year.”

WALK FOR WARMTH
(Continued from page 1)

Ron Smith and Batman complete the second stop by walking under  
the balloon archway at Lakeside Community Church. All of the balloon 
archways were donated and created by Jim Southworth of Due South 

Candle Company/Wild Balloons.  PHOTO BY C.J. PIKE

Donations help to keep 
Newfielders warm 

Thurston And Peters Sugar-
house raised $1,068.50 on their ice 
cream fundraiser this year, which 
was held on Sunday, September 
13. Donations that were made will 
go to the Newfield Heating As-
sistance Program to help those in 
town who need help with paying 
for heat this winter.  

According to owner Debi 
Hartford, this is the largest total to 
date, thanks to a generous dona-
tion by Newfield resident, and ev-
eryone who turned out to get their 
final scoop of the year.  

Since 2013, this fundraiser has 
donated $6,068.82, thanks to the 
generosity of sugarhouse patrons!

Thanks to Newfield’s 
Fire and Rescue 

Newfield’s Fire and Rescue 
was dispatched to 38 emergency 
calls, 24 medical and 14 fire relat-
ed calls, not including the storm 
earlier in the month, during the 
month of August . 

As always, they want to thank 
our mutual aid partners surround-
ing us, for assisting on a portion of 
those calls. 

 
New books at town 
library

Librarian Cheryl Cause has 
just released a list of the new adult 
fiction books available at the New-
field Library at 637 Water Street. 
“Outsider” by Linda Castillo ,“A 
Walk Along the Beach” by Deb-
bie Macomber,   “Blindside” by 

James Patterson, “Dance Away 
With Me” by Susan Elizabeth 
Phillips, “The Lost and Found 
Bookshop” by Susan Wiggs, 
“Deadlock” by Catherine Coulter, 
“The Book of Lost Friends” by 
Lisa Wingate, “The Geometry 
of Holding Hands”by Alexander 
McCall Smith, “The Silent Wife” 
by Karin Slaughter , “The South-
ern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying 
Vampires” by Grady Hendrix, 
“Thick As Thieves” by Sandra 
Brown, “Half Moon Bay” by Jon-
athan Kellerman, “All The Devils 
Are Here” by Louise Penny, “One 
Last Lie” by Paul Doiron, “The 
Boy From the Woods” by Harlan 
Coben, plus many other titles. 

Library hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and Noon to 4 p.m.  on Wednes-
days. Face masks are mandatory, 
hand sanitizer is provided.   Ac-
cess is via the back door and by 
appointment only.  Please call 
809-7014 to schedule or with any 
questions.

Happy birthday!   
Birthday wishes go to:David 

Riley Wentworth, Marley Ann 
Wentworth, and Craig Richard-
son. 

Happy anniversary!
Congratulations to Gene and 

Marlene Gerry

Meetings 
Newfield Historical Society 

will meet on Monday, Sept. 21, 
at the bandstand at 70 Elm Street 
at 5 p.m., weather permitting, to 
discuss their plan for the Veterans 
Day program, Elections and the 
Christmas Party. 

Newfield Selectmen will have 
a meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 
the West Newfield Town Hall, at 
23 So. Effingham Road at 6 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 

Plants & 
books sale

A perennials, herbs and 
used books fall sale to benefit 
the Unique Maine Farms’ proj-
ect will be held Saturday, Sept. 
19 and Sunday, Sept. 20 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the field 
behind the Doyles’ Green-
house at 515 Garland Road in 
West Newfield. All varieties of 
plants in 4-inch pots will be re-
duced to $1.50 each (regularly 
$3.50 each). Fall is a great time 
to plant. A sample of some of 
the varieties that were grown 
this past year can be viewed at 
www.uniquemainefarms.com. 
Hundreds of used books for 
sale for 50 cents or less in three 
tents too! Face coverings and 
social distancing are required. 
Thanks for your support in 
helping to keep everyone safe 
at this outside event.

Birding 
webinar

Maine Audubon and 
Springvale Library have part-
nered to develop free live we-
binars on birding. Registration 
and information can be found 
at maineaudubon.org/events. 
Birds of Springvale and York 
County, the last in a series of 
three, will be held on Oct. 8, 
from 6 to 7 pm. 

Join Maine Audubon’s 
Staff Naturalist Doug Hitch-
cox for a live webinar about 
the birds that call Springvale 
and York County home. They 
will discuss natural history, 
identification, threats to, and 
ways to help these birds. Reg-
istration is required. 
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Allison Williams
awilliams@waterbororeporter.com 

324-5823

ALFRED

545 Main St., Waterboro
(207) 247-6328

316 US Route One - Unit B, York
(207) 703-0415

Call Mary 
Ross at 

247-6328

WE ARE OPEN 
BY APPOINTMENT 

for all of your hearing needs!

WE ARE OPEN 
and proud to serve members 

of our community safely!
813 C Main St., Massabesic Regional 

Medical Center, Waterboro • 247-7388 
www.pecksfamilyacupuncture.com

jessica@pecksfamilyacupuncture.com

Town of Acton
ROAD COMMISSIONER OPENING
The Town of Acton is currently accepting resumés 
for the position of Road Commissioner. This is for 
District 2, the Southern side of Acton, Maine. The 
position will be responsible for overseeing approx-

imately 25 miles of road. Road maintenance will 
include, but is not limited to, road clean up, grading, 

repair, paving, plowing, etc. The ideal candidate 
will have experience in public works or highway / 
road maintenance and construction, building and 
equipment. Additionally he or she will have super-

visor experience, be able to prepare and administer 
budgets, and strong communication, people and 

computer skills. The chosen candidate must have a 
valid Commercial Drivers License, the ability to pass 

a drug test and have a background check. This is 
an appointed position until June 30, 2021 and said 
individual will report to the Board of Selectmen. The 
Town of Acton is an equal opportunity employer and 

reserves the right to accept or reject all resumés. 
Interested parties should send a complete  

resumé, along with 3 letters of recommendation 
to the Town Administrator, Jennifer Roux,  

35 H Road, Acton Maine 04001 no later than  
3:00 pm Wednesday, September 23, 2020.

Town of Acton Take Notice
The Municipal Officers of the Town of Acton will meet at  

6:00 pm on the 30th of September, 2020 for the purpose of 
holding a public hearing on and enacting the following ordinance:
GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE AS AMENDED
The public will be given an opportunity to be heard prior to 
the consideration of the above ordinance by the Municipal 

Officers.  A copy of the amended ordinance is available at the 
Town Administrator’s office during regular hours.

Acton Board of Selectmen

Easy, 
no contact 

advertising! 
Email: ads@
waterboro

reporter.com
or call 

247-1033!

Here and there
After our Sunday dinner at our 

daughter’s, (in Lyman) which has 
become a custom, we were able 
to watch a fencing demonstration 
by members of a medieval group. 
Our daughter and family are in-
volved in such a group as was our 
son. Many of them were wholly or 
partially costumed appropriately 
for this interesting demo.

If you live on the Gore Road or 
vicinity you might want to check 
your bird feeders. We had a vis-
iting bear who was fond of bird 
seed, and emptied one feeder and 
bent the pole of another. We are 
saving funds by no longer feeding 
the birds.

The Parish Church 
Cookbook

This has been the year of the 
eggplant. They have really thrived 
in our garden – we have taken 
bags of them to the food pantry, 
also given them away to neigh-
bors and friends. They aren’t 
something we eat daily so I started 
looking for recipes and pulled out 
from the kitchen shelf the 200th 
Anniversary Edition of the Parish 
Church Cookbook, 1784-1984. 
When leafing through it I did find 
two recipes featuring egg plants, 
and used the one by Ann Bean. 
My egg plant was larger than what 
the recipe called for so half of my 
completed recipe was put in the 
freezer for future use.

It was very good. I looked 
through the book and recognized 
many of the names. Ann Bean 
had been a very pretty teenager 
when we moved to Alfred and 
apparently became a very good 

cook. A recipe for Haddon Hall 
Gingerbread was submitted by 
Margie Wilcox, a senior citizen 
who moved to the unit for se-
niors in Sanford, I remember her 
well, a lovely lady whose husband 
Avon lived to be over 100 if my 
memory is correct. Eulah Rand, a 
good friend submitted her recipe 
for hermits which I enjoyed many 
times when I stopped in to see her.

Dot Faunce submitted her 
recipe for lemon squares which 
I am sure were yummy. She had 
a large family and was known 
to be a great cook. Dot Hill, for 
many years secretary to the se-
lectmen, submitted her recipe for 
popcorn balls. The garden in front 
of Town Hall was planted in her 
memory. Mary Davidson’s peanut 
butter cups sound good. Her hus-
band was church custodian. Lily 
Gordon’s Cry Babies were rai-
sin cookies. I remember visiting 
with the Gordons. When she was 
young she worked in the embroi-
dery factory (now apartments).

The late Pat Marley submit-
ted Vanghon’s Potatoes which I 
am sure were very good. She and 
Fred had a group of us to dinner 
one time to a very good meal. Pat 
liked to cook. Vivian Levya sub-
mitted a recipe for mayonnaise. 
Most of us are too lazy to make 
our own. Kitty Anderson, the 
minister’s wife, submitted Greek 
Spinach Pie which was too com-
plicated for me. Minna Thomp-
son’s offering was Swiss Chicken 
Quiche. For many years she and 
Lillian Gould lived in the house 
across from the village museum. 
Glenyes Stone submitted chick-
en and ham bake. She and hus-
band David lived across the river 
from our farm. When the skiing 
was good we would ski down our 
fields and across the river to visit 
them.

There are many more recipes 
but none from me – my culinary 
skills were limited. I was asked, 
instead, if I would submit some 

quotes from old letters, and I did. 
From a letter written home to his 
wife from Eliab Littlefield, travel-
ing in the south: “Dec. 18, 1843…
This morning I made my breakfast 
of hominy, that is a dish we do 
not get but it is a great one in this 
country…Sweet potatoes here are 
44 cents pr. bushel. I seldom eat 
any now. At first I lived on sweet 
potatoes but now I like our Irish 
potatoes much the best.” 

And from the diary of George 
Lincoln Came: “Nov. 29, 1894. 
Thanksgiving. Cool but pleasant. 
Sam (his brother) Kate (sister-in-
law) Grace, (niece) and Walter 
(nephew) here to dinner on 6 ½ lb. 
turkey Chas. Allen raised, good 
one and chicken pie, etc. Mrs. 
Larrabee here too. I went after 
them in surrey and carried them 
home in it. Used wolf robe.” The 
“etc.” mentioned by George prob-
ably included some good desserts. 
Our turkeys are larger now but 
dessert is still special.

Also from George Lincoln 
Came: “Sept 22, 1883. I spanked 
little George Hanscom for throw-
ing stones at me. John Nutter’s 
sheep got into the field 4 times 
today.” My comment - Chasing 
sheep out of your field four times 
a day would make anyone irrita-
ble. 

Leafing through one of these 
old cookbooks is like visiting an 
old photo album. A lot is the same 
but a lot has changed. Instead of 
mayonnaise we use a salad dress-
ing from a cookbook compiled by 
“The Lodges” in 2007 and sub-
mitted by Jerry and Violet Ricker 
and daughter Jill.

Mix in blender ¾ cup vinegar, 
1 cup of oil, ¾ cup sugar, 1 cup 
Miracle Whip, and 1 tbsp celery 
seeds. Chop up purple cabbage, 
green cabbage, carrots, green pep-
per and onion. It is good!    

Republicans meeting
Cornish Republican town 

committee is meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Sept. 22 at 6:30 p.m.. 
at Pike Memorial Hall (Cornish 
Town Hall), upper level, 17 Ma-
ple Street in Cornish. Pike Me-
morial Hall (Cornish Town Hall) 
is next to the Cornish Hardware 
store. All registered republicans in 
Cornish are invited and requested 
to attend the upcoming meeting. 
Come support your town com-
mittee and republican candidates. 
Call 207-651-8645 FMI (for more 
information). 

The Tri-County Area Repub-
lican (GOP) Committee meeting 
will be held in on Tuesday eve-
ning, Sept. 29, at 6 p.m., at Pike 
Memorial Hall/Cornish Town 
Hall, 17 Maple St. in Cornish. 
Invited guest speakers are: Rick 
Bennett, running for state sen-
ate in Senate District #19. Other 
potential guests have been invit-
ed. All area Republicans living 
in northern York County, western 
and northern Cumberland County 
and southern Oxford County, are 
invited and strongly encouraged 
to attend this meeting. The No-
vember election  is Tuesday, Nov. 
3. E-mail: freedom111d@yahoo.
com or call 651-8645 for more in-
formation. 

Curbside baked bean 
& chop suey supper 

The members of First Con-
gregational Church are hosting 
a curbside/take-out baked bean 

supper on Saturday, Sept. 26 
from 4:30-6 p.m. at the church, 
141 North St., Kennebunkport. 
Church volunteers will package 
two types of home baked beans, 
(small white and kidney), Amer-
ican Chop Suey, hot dogs, rolls, 
and cole slaw, topped off with a 
slice of delicious homemade pie. 
Church members are hoping that 
everyone will enjoy the meals as 
they have in the past, but in a safe 
and different setting. Social dis-
tancing and mask wearing will be 
in effect. Exact change is required: 
adults and children 12 & up $8 per 
person, and the cost for children 
under 12 is $5 per child. There 
will be no indoor dining and no 
rest rooms available. There will be 
limited seating outdoors weather 
permitting. Church members ask 
that people call Carol at 967-3076 
to reserve meals in advance. 

In addition to this curbside/
take-out supper hosted by church 
members, the congregation wel-
comes you to attend Sunday wor-
ship service on the church Face-
book page which begins at 9:30 
a.m. All are welcome to tune in. 
The church’s Facebook page can 
be found by typing “First Con-
gregational Church Of Kenne-
bunkport” in the search line on 
Facebook. The church’s website 
is www.firstchurchkport.org. The 
church is also doing in-person 
worship on the back lawn at 9:30 
a.m. on Sundays by reservation 
only. To attend you must RSVP by 
calling 967-3897 prior to Sunday.

BRIEFS
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Local Calling Cards

J.R. GERRISH & SONS, LLC.
Excavating contractors & sEptic sErvicE

Free Estimates • Site Work
Septic Tanks Pumped
Systems Inspected
Septic Systems Installed

324-4984 Jim

423-7499 Jeb

www.gerrishandsonsllc.com
jebgerrish@gmail.com
Fax 207-324-9499

Pick up The Independent today to read our weekly articles about generator safety, installation and sizing.

DIRFY Generators
Doing It Right For You

#1 Dealer for Home Standby Automatic Generators
Where outstanding customer service doesn’t happen by accident.

Sales • Service • Installation • Inspections • Free Evaluations & Estimates

Dirfygenerators.com • 1-800-287-9473 • dirfygenerators@yahoo.com

WANTED
Junk Cars & Trucks, Scrap Metal

We buy the following metals:
Copper • Brass • Aluminum Cans • Batteries 
• Stainless • Lead • Wire • Aluminum Wheels 

(with or without tires) • Large amounts of Metal 
• Steel • Appliances • Catalytic Converter

Call: 207-793-2022
366 Sokokos Trail North • Route 5, Limerick, ME 04048

C.I.A. SALVAGE We’ll beat any reasonable
offer for complete vehicles.

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Mon-Fri 8-4, Sat 8-2

Closed Sundays

LAWNS/PROPERTY MOWING 
     with a FREE lawn fertilization for new accounts!
• Year Round Grounds Maintenance • Rototilling & Bush Hogging
• Light Excavation • Commercial/Residential Sweeping • Cleanups
• Treework • Stone walls & walkways • Lawns installed • Firewood 
                • Trees, flowers, 
                    and shrubs 
              • Mulch 
         and more!

CALL 207-608-3582
FULLY INSURED

   REASONABLE RATES
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Larry Whitely Jr.  OWNER
uptownautolimerick@gmail.com

5 Main Street, Limerick, ME 04048
207-793-4600

SALES - SERVICE - DETAILING

Financial Security.
I can help you achieve it.
Let’s talk.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS CARD FOR ONLY $25 PER WEEK.

Local

By DeBBie BroDeriCk

An invasive aquatic plant, of-
ten referred to as the Brittle Na-
iad (Najas minor, or European 
Naiad), was removed from Lake 
Arrowhead by New England 
Milfoil on Friday, Sept. 4, just 
twoweeks after it was first de-
tected. This amazingly quick re-
sponse was possible through the 
coordination of citizen scientists, 
the Lake Stewards of Maine, The 
York County Invasive Aquatic 
Species Project (YCIASP), Lake 
Arrowhead Conservation Coun-
cil (LACC), the Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), and New England Milfoil, 
which specializes in removing in-
vasive aquatic plants. There were 
so many interlocking pieces to 
this puzzle and they all came to-
gether perfectly.

I had participated in an on-
line Aquatic Species certification 
course during the first two weeks 
of July 2020, hosted by the Lake 
Stewards of Maine (https://www.
lakestewardsofmaine.org/) during 
my COVID-19 isolation. After the 
certification process, I continued 
looking carefully at the plants and 
fragments being washed up in my 
cove, and on Aug 21, I became 
aware of something that looked 
very different and suspicious. I 
immediately contacted Roberta 
Hill, at Lake Stewards of Maine 
and sent her a sample. She con-
firmed my suspicions that this was 
a new invasive on Lake Arrow-
head. I then located 6 individual 

Citizen science 
for the win

plants growing in my cove. After 
that, the wheels began turning 
very rapidly. Fellow Citizen Sci-
entists joined Laurie Callahan, of 
YCIASP, and she began surveying 
other areas of the lake. The con-
tribution from our LACC DASH 
team led to the location of an 
alarmingly large flourishing mat 
of the invasive plant.

Since the Brittle Naiad be-
comes even more brittle towards 
the end of the summer to disperse 
its seed on detached fragments, it 
was imperative that we attack the 
source of the infestation before 
it had the opportunity to set seed 
for next years’ growth. New En-
gland Milfoil has been involved 
in removing this plant from Mil-
ford Three Ponds since 2015, and 
so were contracted by DEP to do 
the removal operation on Lake 
Arrowhead. Our DASH team 
learned techniques and tips from 
them, and will be modifying our 
suction harvesters to accommo-
date the removal of this new in-
vader in the future.

The Brittle Naiad is an annual 
plant that can grow to a height of 
about 4 feet. The tops of the plant 
spread outwards, forming a thick 
canopy that stops other vegeta-
tion from getting the sunlight they 
need. In this way it outcompetes 
other plants and becomes a very 
aggressive spreader. From a boat, 
a Brittle Naiad plant may look 
like billowing fireworks displays 
or cauliflower florets. Broken off 
fragments resemble miniature 
palm trees with very visible ser-

rations along the leaves, which 
curve strongly downwards. It is 
so fragile that it fragments at the 
slightest disturbance of the water 
when its seeds are mature.

As you can see from my story, 
citizen scientists can make a huge 
difference, especially with early 
detection - it’s very fulfilling and 
rewarding to catch an invasive 
species early, and the chances 
of doing that are increased with 
more citizen scientists on the 
ground. It was just by chance 
that my. course coincided with 
the time of year when the Brittle 
Naiad starts  fragmenting, but if 
you’re monitoring your shoreline 
regularly, and you’re familiar 
with what normally washes up 
on your shore (even if you don’t 
know exactly what it is), you’ll 
be alert to something new or un-
usual turning up. It could help 
save a lake! I would never have 
recognized this plant if I had not 
taken advantage of the free online 

course offered by the Lake Stew-
ards. If you’re interested, consider 
taking the course, too!

If you see something that looks 
like this plant when you’re out en-

joying the lake, please avoid that 
area, and then let us know, even if 
you’re not 100% sure. Please con-
tact LACC or me (debbie@mix-
mox.com) and we will take a look.

New England Milfoil removing a Naiad plant on Lake Arrowhead.  PHOTO BY DALE SCHULTZ

A fragment of the Brittle Naiad. PHOTO BY DEBBIE BRODERICK
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ACUPUNCTURE

PECK’S FAMILY ACUPUNCTURE
813 Main Street

Waterboro, ME 04087
(207) 247-7388

www.pecksfamily
acupuncture.com

Service Directory
LIST YOUR BUSINESS FOR $7/WEEK

CALL 247-1033 OR EMAIL ads@waterbororeporter.com

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

BUCKET 
OPERATORS

NEEDED!
Class C license 
required, Class 

B preferred. 
$15-25/HOUR, 
depending on 
experience. 

Call 207-457-1935 
(leave message)

Abbott Hill Tree Service

EMPLOYMENT

COMPUTER SERVICES

Tteddo Incorporated   
TECHNOLOGY CONSULTANTS

Home & Business Networking
New Computer Setup • Websites

Virus and Malware Removal
Supporting Windows, Mac & Linux
HOUSE CALLS (207) 636-3051

tteddo@tteddo.com

ANIMAL FEEDS

HORSE & PET SUPPLIES
We deliver • 247-5777
Open: M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-1. 
Rte. 202, E. Waterboro

Woodsome’s 
Feeds & Needs

EXCAVATING
Frostwalls, Foundation,

Repairs, Septic Systems,
Camps Lifted, Sill Work,

Drainage, Driveways,
Demolition, Landscaping

TODD ZAGARELLA LTD. 
207-793-4111

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PORTABLE SHELTERS

SHELTERLOGIC
12'x20'x8'-round or peak-$699.00

Other shelter sizes available. 
FMI call Tom’s Small  

Engine Repair, Sanford
(207) 490-2571

Scott’s Firewood
Seasoned & semi-seasoned 

wood available for immediate 
delivery. Call for prices.

432-4938

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Cut, split & 
delivered!

793-4101

GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Premium quality aluminum. 
Serving Maine for 35 years. 
Senior & military discounts.

CALL LARRY
207-651-3794

SCRAP METAL

FREE 
scrap metal 

pickup. 
CALL 459-9618

We are looking for customer  
service representatives for our 
Spectrum Mobile department!

Start Date: October 13
PAID TRAINING: 

6 weeks, Tuesday-Saturday 11 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
STARTING PAY: 

$16.50/hour, plus .75 shift differential for shifts 
that start at or after 11 a.m.

BENEFITS: 
Medical, Dental, Vision, 401K w/6% company 
match, Retirement plan, Free and discounted 
employee cable, internet & phone package 

(must live in service footprint), accrued  
paid vacation, personal days, annual paid 

holidays, accrued paid sick time, and annual 
tuition reimbursement of $5,250.

Please apply and complete the mobile-friendly 
assessment at jobs.spectrum.com today!

Spectrum is 
still hiring!

BUY LOCAL • LIVE LOCAL

PICK YOUR CATEGORY

LIST YOUR BUSINESS NAME
and contact info here.

A weekly ad is only $7. Pre-pay 
for one month and we will bill you 
monthly after that! PLUS, get the 
lowest rates on ALL advertising!

SEASONED 
FIREWOOD  

$130/ half cord
Cut June 2019

Delivered Free within 
10 miles of Limerick
Call Neso: 793-7094

An independent 
community newspaper!

www.waterbororeporter.com 
P.O. Box 75, North Waterboro, ME 04061 
247-1033 • news@waterbororeporter.com 

Kerry DeAngelis. . . . . . . . . . Publisher/Advertising Manager
news@waterbororeporter.com      or     ads@waterbororeporter.com

Michael DeAngelis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sports Editor 
sports@waterbororeporter.com

Joanne Bargioni . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer

Cynthia Matthews . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer

C.J. Pike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer

Allison Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Contributing Writer 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:  
Receive the Reporter in the mail each week for $75 per year. 

Published by KL Design & Marketing 
www.kldesignandmarketing.com

The Reporter is independently owned and locally operated 
and has no affiliation with any other newspaper.

©2020 All Rights Reserved. All logos and trademarks are property of their respective owners.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without permission from the publisher.

The opinions expressed in the Reporter are not necessarily those of the publisher.

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

ELECTRICIAN WANTED 
Are you a Master Electrician and 

looking to go out on your own but 
are concerned about work? 

We can help. We currently have 
many generators that need to be 

wired. We pay weekly.
Is this the time for you to go out 
on your own? If it is, contact us 

and see if we can help.
E-mail dirfygenerators@yahoo.com 

or call 207-637-3346

      Share the Reporter 
with friends and family at 
facebook.com/Reporter207

Kerry DeAngelis • North Waterboro, ME
E-mail: kerry@kldesignandmarketing.com

(207) 206-5639
www.kldesignandmarketing.com

G R A P H I C  D E S I G N  ·  A D V E R T I S I N G  ·  M A R K E T I N G

KLDesign
&  M A R K E T I N G

More than 20 years 
of experience!

Waterboro Department of 
Public Works Vacancy Notice 

 The Town of Waterboro is accepting applications 
for a new Public Works position that requires a Class 
A or B CDL license (preferably Class A). This posi-
tion is responsible for transportation of compacted 
waste containers and assorted other Public Works 
and Transfer Station duties. As time allows, this 
position will also assist with Transfer Station oper-
ations and Department of Public Works fleet main-
tenance, public building maintenance, road main-
tenance and winter operations. This position works 
under the general supervision of the Public Works 
Director and works closely with the Transfer Station 
Manager to coordinate waste handling seven days 
per week. Other staff CDL drivers assist with waste 
transportation so each employee does not always 
have weekend hours.
 This is a full time 40 hour per week position with 
vacation and sick leave, health and dental insur-
ance paid for the employee, and retirement options 
including matching town contribution. Vision, dis-
ability and additional life insurance are also avail-
able at the employee’s cost. Pay will be competitive 
and commensurate with skills and abilities. A back-
ground check and drug test are required before any 
final hiring decision is made.
 Interested applicants should refer to a more de-
tailed job description available on the Waterboro 
website (www.waterboro-me.gov). Applications 
consist of a cover letter and resume and can be 
mailed or emailed to Town Administrator Gary Lamb, 
24 Townhouse Road, East Waterboro, ME 04030 
(administrator@waterboro-me.gov) by September 
23, 2020. For questions or additional information, 
please email or call Gary Lamb (247-6166, ext. 100).  

TOWN OF WATERBORO

Local

$$$$$$$$$$$
PLANNING A 

FUNDRAISER?
THE REPORTER CAN HELP!
For each ad you purchase, you will 
receive an additional week FREE. 

THAT’S 2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1!
(1/8 page min. required purchase)

CALL 247-1033 OR EMAIL 
ads@waterbororeporter.com
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LETTERS

Read online at 
www.waterbororeporter.com

Send your letters, 
recipes, photos, 

poems & stories to: 
news@waterbororeporter.com

Please include name, town and 
phone number for verification.

We do not accept political letters 
the last issue before an election.
The opinions and views expressed 

on these pages are not necessarily  
those of the newspaper, publisher, 

or its contributors.

2020 has been unlike any other 
year.

I don’t need to tell you how 
challenging it has been for every-
one, especially those who have lost 
their job, savings, business, social, 
or spiritual connections.

As Mainers, we are resilient, 
we care about one another and we 
have each other’s backs.

There are a lot of individual 
opinions about what has, can and 
should have been done.

Over the last 6 months, I have 
worked hard to ensure that all 
voices are heard, especially those 
most impacted. I will continue to 
do so, especially for those who do 
not have the resources to wait.

What also concerns me, going 
forward, is the economic damage 
overspending, before the pandem-
ic, and repeated emergency orders 
since, have done to the Maine 
economy.

Economists are now predict-
ed that the State of Maine will be 
short at least  $1.4 billion dollars 
over the next three years. With an 

$8 billion dollar two-year budget, 
you can imagine what that means.

Difficult decisions. 
I pledge to continue to work 

cooperatively and collaboratively 
with everyone to establish true pri-
orities.

These include our most vul-
nerable citizens, individuals with 

A year like no other
OPINION

by
Rep. Heidi Sampson

Jon Simonds, 
There is something more dan-

gerous than a Pastor in a plane. Its 
a condemning pen or mouth.

Your opinion leads to blaming 
Pastor Todd Bell for the Sanford 
Covid outbreak. The news reports 
that he has received death threats. 
Thank you for reminding simple 
minded folks.

Why did you publicize Pastor 
Bell as a perpetrator, but not the 
prison guard? I suppose one death 
threat is enough.

Jon may be a prophet, predict-
ing “high heads will roll.” As a jail 
employee, are you gloating?

You didn’t mention covid fear 
at your (jail) employer prior to its 
introduction, did you?

Supposedly, we are a free peo-
ple, as long as we do Gov. Mills 
bidding and pay taxes. Oddly, we 
used to “let those who ride de-
cide.” Remember?

So, more people took risks 
than Pastor Bell or the un-named 
corrections officer. They all have 
heard the risks since February? 
And they’re all guilty of trying to 
resume normalcy of life. Hang ‘em 
high, Jon.

I’m not belittling the deaths or 
those who lost loved ones. I know 
about loss.

My wife suffered a totally de-
bilitating stroke resulting in her 
living as a total care resident for 
10 years, 11 months and 10 days. 
We didn’t have a living will. Big 
mistake. My mother has also been 
in the same facility for shy of a 
year. I visited my wife and mom 
four times a week, until March 1. 
Family and outside entertainers 
were banned from visits. I also 
performed as a musician there and 
at another Cumberland County fa-
cility. 

When all outside visits were 
stopped, activities workers in as-
sisted and long-term care facilities 
were immediately overwhelmed. 
Try calling a facility where 100 
families call to speak with loved 
ones. Employees have done their 
best.

My wife had no sense of time, 
thankfully. She died in July, and 
the facility arranged it so I was 
with her on the day she passed. I’m 
thankful.

My mom, wants to go home. 
She doesnt understand why “ju-
nior” or the other four boys don’t 
visit. She sometimes remembers 
our calls, but once told me “I’d be 
better off dead.” Really Ma? In-
stead of incarceration?

Lots of elders feel locked up. 
One thing is certian. As sure as 

the governor will spend and tax, is 
death – one to a person.

Bell’s paritioners believe in the 
afterlife, but I doubt they’ll hear 
you or Sinatra singing “Fly me to 
the Moon.”

Mom used to say “if you got 
nothing good to say, shud-dup!” 

Wisdom for both of us, eh, Jon?
– Ed Stubbs

Newfield

Where’s the leadership 
from our “leaders”?

The people of Maine deserve 
better, more effective and respon-
sible leadership from our state and 
our federal leaders. Do we have 
that currently? Unfortunately, we 
do not. Case in point: Ever since 
the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak 
began over six months ago, many 
businesses closed and state gov-
ernment shut down for the most 
part, impacting Mainers. Also, the 
Maine Legislature adjourned over 
180 days (six months) ago. Ever 
since then, nothing has been done 
by House Speaker Sara Gideon and 
Senate President Troy Jackson per-
taining to addressing and resolving 
many issues impacting Mainers 
during this pandemic. That in-
cludes dealing with many business 
and organization closures, govern-
ment office closures, including but 
not limited to the Dept. of Labor’s 
Career Centers being closed and 
remaining closed, with ME Unem-
ployment system failures and back-
ups. Many claims still remain un-
paid to this day for many claimants, 
among other issues, all on Gov. 
Janet Mills and Labor Commission-
er Laura Fortman’s watch. These 
state leaders, especially Gideon and 
Jackson, have in essence, walked 
away, abandoned and shirked their 
duties and responsibilities while 
being paid by the taxpayer. They 
have demonstrated their true lack of 
effective leadership, responsibility 
and effectiveness serving the people 
of Maine. This is neither OK, nor 
acceptable nor right; it is uncon-
scionable, period! Concurrently, the 
Congressional delegation fell short 
on its responsibilities to help out all 
Mainers during this pandemic, with 
limited and lackluster constituent 
services and responsiveness. All of 
that must improve very substantive-
ly, going forward. We are not done 
and over with this pandemic. It’s 
time for improvements.

The bottom line is: we Mainers 
need (and must have) better, more 
caring, and more responsive leaders 
with more improved leadership, ef-
fectiveness and responsiveness. We 
certainly don’t have that with either 
Sara Gideon or Troy Jackson or 
others presently. For now, it appears 
very doubtful that either Gideon 
or Jackson will reconvene the ME 
Legislature before November. Real 
meaningful changes for the better 
are necessary, come November.  
Please vote for better leaders. Think 
about it, all. Thank you. 

P.S.: RIP, to those that died on 
9-11-2001 & 9-11-2012.

– David Hall
Cornish

Have you ever 
heard of Robert Ray-
ford, not to be confused 
with the actor Robert 
Redford? Rayford grew 
up in St. Louis. He was 
10 when the Cardinals 
whooped the hated 
Yankee’s in the ‘64 
World Series. He prob-
ably dreamt of wearing 
the uniform of those 
’64 Redbirds featuring such super-
stars as Lou Brock, Bob Gibson 
and Curt Flood.  After all, in 1964, 
baseball was the national sport. It 
was also the year The Beatles con-
quered America while the country 
was determined to conquer Viet-
nam spawning a different kind of 
war in the streets of our cities. It 
was an election year. Johnson’s 
war on Poverty joined the Civil 
Rights movement to defeat Barry 
Goldwater. These were difficult 
times for a 10-year-old boy. I was 
8, two years younger than Rayford 
who couldn’t have known then, he 
would be dead at 15.

I never met Robert Rayford. We 
grew up in two different cities. He 
was 13 when he first started to get 
sick. Low grade fevers, the ‘Her-
shey squirts’ because that’s what 
you called it when you were only 
13. Nothing major. Just a little flu. 
Over the next two years, however, 
his legs would inexplicably swell, 
recede and swell again. He was 
treated once for Chlamydia, indi-
cating sexual activity. Bouts of fa-
tigue would floor him and at times, 
he would struggle to breathe. 
Eventually his white blood cell 
count would nosedive and in 1969, 
and as my beloved Mets were 
crowned Champions of the World, 
Robert Rayford would return to 
a St. Louis emergency room, go 
into convulsions and die. An au-
topsy proved nothing prompting 

his family physician to 
send blood and tissue to 
a CDC freezer in Atlan-
ta. In St. Louis Robert 
Rayford was sent from 
a slab in a morgue to a 
hole in the ground, his 
death – a medical mys-
tery.

The difference be-
tween an epidemic and 
a pandemic is region. 

An epidemic is confined to a small 
area of the world. A pandemic is 
everywhere in the world. In the 
early 1980’s when  Reagan was 
in the White House an epidemic 
was taking hold in various parts of 
the country. People were getting 
sick and dying in places like New 
York and San Francisco. Reagan 
wouldn’t address it. The victims 
all shared a common trait. They 
were gay. In those early days, they 
called it the gay disease. The polit-
ical narrative called it Gods wrath 
on sinners until it began to assault 
straight God-fearing individuals. 
All of a sudden political leaders 
were paying attention to scientists 
such as Dr. Fauci, appointed head 
of the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) in 1984. It was a time when 
individual words like safe and sex, 
were suddenly joined together in a 
shotgun wedding. The serial killer 
suddenly had a name. It was called 
human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV), more commonly known as 
AIDS and in as little as 5 years, it 
had claimed nearly 200,000 lives 
– a number the current virus has 
approached in as little as 9 months.

Like Reagan before him, 
Trump has largely chosen to ig-
nore the virus or in his own words, 
“play it down.” The virus he is 
downplaying while encouraging 
many of his followers to ignore 
medical expert advice, has many 
similarities to HIV. It exhausts the 
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immune system by striking vital 
organs, such as the heart and lungs. 
It warns the human host with fa-
tigue and difficulty breathing, only 
unlike HIV it moves much more 
swiftly. We keep hearing about a 
cure, a vaccine but as of yet, like 
HIV, we don’t have one. We don’t 
know what the long-term effects 
will be on those who recover. We 
do know, there is no lasting immu-
nity as a growing list of re-infected 
people indicate. Individual words 
like face and mask are getting ac-
quainted, but the nation as a whole, 
has yet to walk them down the 
aisle. The longer we play it down, 
the worse it will be for a country 
on the painful path of lost county, 
state and national revenues. It’s a 
path promising increased home-
lessness and hunger to say nothing 
of the growing number of deaths.

In 1987, a family physician 
from St. Louis reached out to the 
CDC in Atlanta with a case num-
ber and a request. Would you test 
the blood and tissue sample for 
HIV? The results showed 13-year-
old Robert Rayford as possibly 
the first known victim of AIDS 
in the United States. It was 1969, 
a year in which the United States 
put the first human footprint on the 
moon. We were leaders, then. HIV 
is a manageable disease now, just 
like diabetes. COVID-19 isn’t. It 
doesn’t belong to China, anymore. 
It’s ours. It’s an election year. How 
much longer do you want to keep 
it?

Jon Simonds lives in North Water-
boro and is the author of “Brooklyn 
Encounters,” a collection of short 
stories available on Kindle. 

severe disabilities on waiting lists, 
our elderly and the thousands 
of people that are unemployed 
through no fault of their own.

Our most vulnerable come 
first….Before any pie in-the-sky 
new spending programs. 

I will also not burden those 
same groups, workers and families 
with higher taxes. Most Mainers 
have experienced some type of 
loss and will need to recover.

We must safely, and swiftly 
restore our economic and social 
lives.

In the immediate future, please 
contact my office if there is any-
thing I can do to help you or others 
during this difficult time. I can be 
reached at Heidi.Sampson@legis-
lature.maine.gov 

It is an honor and a tremendous 
responsibility to represent and 
work for you.

Thank you.
Rep. Heidi Sampson serves House 

District 21 (Alfred, and parts of Lim-
erick, Newfield, Parsonsfield and 
Shapleigh.)


