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Asian Taste
reopens with
open house

Robotics team
qualifies for world
championship
By Cynthia Matthews
The Bonny Eagle Robotics
Team, BERT 133, competed at
the FIRST District New England
Championship at the University
of New Hampshire the weekend
of April 6-8 and qualified to compete in the FIRST World Championship in St. Louis.
Being part of the robotics
team is much more than just
building a robot. FIRST means
“For Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology,” and
was founded in 1989 by inventor
Dean Kamen with the vision to
“transform our culture by creating
a world where science and technology are celebrated and where
young people dream of becoming
science and technology leaders.”
The FIRST Robotics Competition has been called a “Sport for
the Mind.” It combines science
and technology with sports competition. The challenge is to work
together as a team in order to raise
funds, then to design, build, and
program an industrial sized robot,
and finally, to use the robot to play
a field game. Each team member
has their own role, whether as designer, programmer, machinist, or
involved in assembly and electronics, fundraising or spirit. All
(Continued on page 4)
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Massabesic softball players and coaches recently returned from a week-long trip to Spring
Training in Orlando, Florida at the Walt Disney World’s ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex, an
excursion that had been planned since late in 2016. The training included practices at ESPN’s
huge field complex, a speed and agility clinic with former olympic sprinter and coach Brooks
Johnson, as well as ten games against teams from Connecticut, Vermont and Maine. Sixteen
members of the softball program attended, as did many of their family members. Front row,
from left, Janelle Sperdakos, Kate Shubert, Bella Lucier, Sarah Howe, Sara Woodward, Grace
Tutt and Emily Davison. Back row, from left, Head coach Kevin Tutt, Cayleigh Morris, Hannah
Mooers, Lacey Bean, Alyvia Cormier, Ashley Collin, Kaitlyn Shaw, Sydney Sawtelle, Sophia
LaFrance, Zoey DeAngelis and assistant coach Tom Cormier.
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The Bonny Eagle robotics team’s robot in action.
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Much to the delight of its
many fans, Waterboro’s Asian
Taste Restaurant hosted an Open
House from 3 to 8:30 p.m. this
past Monday, and reopened with
regular hours on Tuesday. Crowds
filled and re-filled the interior and
spilled out into the parking lot on
Monday, as owner David Ma and
his cook staff delivered containers of food to celebrate both Ma’s
joy at being in business and open
once again, and to give thanks
for the patience of those who had
waited over six weeks to taste
their favorite dishes. Face creased
in a big smile, Ma exclaimed, “So
many people so happy we are
open again! So many people happy to see us and to be here!”
Asked how many people he
thought had come to the Open
House, Ma laughed and said, “I
don’t know, too busy in the kitchen!” Food production stopped in
late February after an odor alerted owners of Plummer’s Hardware next door, and staff in Asian
Taste, and then local and state
public safety authorities to the
fact that there was a rodent infestation in the walls of the two
(Continued on page 3)

Crowds filled the seats and spilled over outside when the Asian Taste Restaurant reopened its
doors with an open house on Monday, April 17. Patrons enjoyed food from the completely renovated restaurant and kitchen after a six-week hiatus during which the interior was completely
cleaned and rebuilt following closure due to a rodent infestation. Owner David Ma welcomed all
who came, and is happy to announce the resumption of regular hours, seven days a week at the
South Waterboro restaurant.
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York County Community Action hires new Deputy Director
York County Community Action Corporation has announce the
hiring of Carter Friend to serve as
Deputy Director. Friend’s responsibilities will include working in
partnership with the Executive
Director and Chief Financial Officer, providing leadership and
management to ensure that YC-

CAC’s programs operate at an
optimal level. Friend will provide
guidance in support of the agency’s client-centered environment,
thereby advancing YCCAC’s
mission that all York County residents have the opportunity to participate fully in the community
and live in decency. He may also

serve as the organization’s chief
administrator in the Executive Director’s absence
Friend brings more than twenty-five years’ management and
leadership experience to YCCAC.
He has held leadership positions
with the John T. Gorham Foundation, United Way of Greater

Portland, and Legal Services for
the Elderly. He received his Bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin College, and earned his law degree
from Boston College Law School.
Prior to moving into the non-profit sector, Friend spent six years as
an attorney at Verrill Dana.
(Continued on page 7)

Carter Friend
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Students of the month

The following students were the Massabesic Middle School Students of the Month for March: Phoebe Morley, Dylan Jones, Noah Lord, Lennon Elliot, Trey Ferguson,
Jack St. Laurent, Jorja Bugbee, Taylor LeClair, Rowan Boulard, RyleighBaker, Nethaneal Green, Xavier LaRose, Owen Lowell, Cody Charette, Katrina Dean, Tristan
Allender, Joey St. Laurent, Maria LePage, Zoe McGee and Georgia Le Blanc. 								
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Master gardeners meet
By Allison Williams

awilliams@waterbororeporter.com

Specials
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Dine In & Take Out

COCKTAILS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Sun. to Thurs. 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Route 202, Brookfield Shopping Center, Waterboro

247-8822 or 247-8788
* BEFORE
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It was the annual meeting of
the York County Master Gardeners Association and the auditorium at Laudholm Farm in Wells
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Waterboro Welcomes
new assessor

Shirley Bartlett of Scarborough has been hired as the new
Town Assessor for Waterboro
and will start in early May. Bartlett brings more than eight years
of assessing experience in eleven
small towns, including Madison,
to her duties in Waterboro. She
also brings experience with financial consulting, property management and business financial and
operational management.
Assessor hours at town hall
will be Tuesdays from 11 to 7 and
Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Bartlett can be reached at 2476166, ext. 111.

Minecraft night at
Waterboro library

The Waterboro Library will
host its spring Minecraft Night
on Friday, April 28 from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at the library, located at 187
Main Street, East Waterboro. Participants ages 18 years or younger are invited to this free event.

ASIAN TASTE
(Continued from page 1)
businesses. While Plummers reopened recently, it was only last
week that Ma received the prized
Certificate of Use from local and
state inspectors that gave the goahead to open once again.
In addition to a completely
gutted and rebuilt interior and
gleaming kitchen, cheery Chinese
patterned red and white walls in
the entry and festive lanterns providing the interior lighting now
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Kids clean up for Earth Day

Participants must have their own
WiFi capable device (iPhone, Android or Windows smartphone,
iPad, Android or Windows tablet,
Windows Laptop or MacBook
or Kindle Fire), the device’s
charging cord and Minecraft preloaded on the device. The library
will have power strips available
to charge devices. Some Kindle
Fires, especially older ones, have
experienced connectivity issues
with the library’s WiFi system.
Participants need to make sure
that to have the device’s latest operating system preloaded before
coming to the event. For more
information, contact the library
at 247-3363 or librarian@waterborolibrary.org.

Library book and
bake sale

The Friends of the WPL
Spring Book and Bake Sale will
be held on Saturday, April 29
from 9 to 2 in the WPL Downstairs Meeting Room. There will
be books for adults, teens and
children, so come and purchase
some Spring reading. Donations
of baked goods are welcome. For
more info call 247-3363 or email
librarian@waterborolibrary.org.
greet customers. Friend of Asian
Taste, Sherri Alcock had a hand
in the redecorating, and, while
she said Monday was intense, she
was behind the bar on Tuesday as
patrons again filled the booths and
stools, looking for their favorite
dishes.
Asian Taste is open seven days
a week, 11 to 9, 11 to 10 on Fridays and Saturdays at Brookside
Plaza on Rte. 202 in South Waterboro, telephone number is 2478822.

Kids from Lil Moose Home Childcare in North Waterboro picked up trash along the roads in
Lake Arrowhead Community on April 19 to celebrate Earth Day.
COURTESY PHOTO

“The care was amazing!”

TOWN OF WATERBORO
PLANNING BOARD

Site Walk and Public Hearing Notice
The Planning Board of the Town of Waterboro
will hold a site walk at 1029 Main Street on
May 3, 2017 at 6pm. This site walk will be for
consideration of the commercial project proposed
for the property on tax map 18 lot 6.
The Planning Board of the Town of Waterboro
will then meet at 7pm on May 3, 2017, in the
Selectmen’s Meeting Room in the town hall for the
purpose of holding a Public Hearing regarding the
proposed commercial project.
The commercial project, Village Plaza, located at
1029 Main Street, Waterboro, also known as Tax
Map 18 Lot 6, consists of a 3 – 4 phase Office/Retail
complex on 9+/- acres in the Village Zone.
The public will be given an opportunity to be heard
prior to the consideration of the above commercial
project by the Planning Board Officers. The project
can be reviewed at the town hall with the Administrative Assistant for the Code/Planning Offices or at
www.waterboro-me.gov.

Dwayne Prescott

Chair, Waterboro Planning Board

“The team in Sanford's Emergency Department
was great when our son, Bennie, was
diagnosed with pneumonia. We even received
a followup call the next day at home from
Dr. (Andrew) Powell. The care was amazing!”
Kassi Smith Dobson, Acton
Son treated for pneumonia

To hear Kassi's story, visit smhc.org
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Boyle at New Century
Club

Members of the Bonny Eagle Robotics Team, from left, sophomore Nate Gagnon, sophomore Logan
Matthews, advisor John DiRenzo, junior Carly Meserve, freshman Tanner Meserve, and freshman
Chloe Falkner. The team recently qualified for the world championship.
COURTESY PHOTO

ROBOTICS TEAM

a Jr at BEHS, and a “driver” of
the robot. The Driver is in control
of the primary mechanism of the
robot, controlling its motion forward and back, left to right. One
of the most exciting parts of the
competition for Lindberg is “seeing everyone else’s ideas.”
Logan Matthews, a sophomore, has been part of the team
“since I was a week old.” His
grandfather used to be a part of
the team, a mentor. “I fell in love
with it,” he said. “I love helping
people out.” Junior Carly Meserve
became involved after a Club Fair
at school. “I saw the robot driving
around and just had to be a part
of it.” Meserve’s father is an electrical engineer, and she and her
brother Tanner, a freshman, had
been to an engineering expo with
their dad. “It was SO Cool!” said
Tanner, “it was something I had to
get involved in.”
Team Captain Christopher
Hascall, a junior, is in charge of
Community Outreach. “Our mission is to spread FIRST,” he said,
“to encourage STEM and to show
that it can be exciting and fun!”
At the district competition,
Hascall himself was a finalist and
won a Deans List Scholarship
Award. Mentor Terri DiRenzo
was also nominated as a finalist
for the Woodie Flowers Award,
recognizing mentors who “lead,

(Continued from page 1)
of this is done within a very tight
and intense time frame.
The “build” period is 42 days
and the team works every day
from about 6:30-8:30 p.m. and
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. on the weekends. Wednesday night meetings
are mandatory – that is when the
team plans out the work for the
week. At midnight on the last day,
the robot must be “bagged” as a
finished product and it cannot be
touched until closer to competition time. Teams have six hours
to un-bag it in two-hour allotments, testing it, and trying it on
the practice field.
On the field, the robots have to
perform specific tasks, and points
are awarded for completion of
those tasks. But the robots do not
perform all of these tasks alone.
Part of the competition is about
alliances, and working together
not only as individual teams, but
as alliances. Alliances are three
teams together, who then compete
against threeother teams of another
alliance. They must learn to work
together to complete the tasks and
earn points for their teams. The
first round of alliances are chosen
at random, by algorhythm. “You
never know who will be on your
alliance,” said Amber Lindberg,
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inspire and empower those around
them by using excellent communication skills.” Husband John
DiRenzo has been an advisor to
the group for 20 years. “I began
as a parent who helped out,” said
DiRenzo, “and ended up taking
over the group in 2001.” DiRenzo
is a full-time engineer.
BERT 133 has been working
toward qualifying for the World
Championship since February.
Unfortunately, the team needed to raise $21,700 to pay for
travel, lodging, and registration
costs for St. Louis, and the turn
over time was very quick. The
World Championship itself will
take place April 27-30, but on
April 10, sadly, the team had to
announce that they simply did not
have the funds.
The Bonny Eagle Robotics
Team (BERT) 133 would like to
thank everyone who has supported them throughout the year. “We
truly appreciate everyone who
has gotten us to where we are and
everything that has been done for
us… We have been truly blessed.”
In order to build the robot
and compete in all the qualifying
competitions including the World
Competition, the team needs to
raise about $58,000 per year. If
you would like to help BERT 133
compete in future competitions,
donations can be sent to Bonny
Eagle High School, Attn: Bonny
Eagle Robotics Team, 700 Saco
Rd., Standish , ME 04084. If you
would like to see more pictures
from this year’s competitions,
check out their Facebook page.
For more information about
FIRST visit www.firstinspires.
org.

Fred Boyle is known for his
genealogies of local villages and
families, including both Alfred
and Sanford and Springvale families. During the meeting at the
New Century Club this past week,
he stated he felt the “History of
Waterboro” would be the last
book he would write. But then he
changed his mind, realizing how
much there were the associations
between the two villages, Waterboro and Alfred. He went back
to the 1790’s material, checking
public records, deeds and probate
records. He found that the Kennebunkport town line once extended to Lyman. He found that
neighborhoods were created by
key people who knew each other
before moving to another village .
He found that the French and Indian Wars had quite an impact on
the whole of York County.
Checking early church records
revealed that the Second Parish
became Kennebunk village, that
many early settlers of Lyman
were Revolutionary pensioners.
To illustrate how really poor they
were, Stephen Andrews income
for one year was $14, and he was
$60 in debt. His wife was subject
to fits and his daughter had been
unable to work for 15 years. If
a pensioner died his wife might
have to wait several years for any
compensation.
He stated many of the old records were lost. But he learned
that Coxhall became Lyman in
1803.
He embarked on doing his
own family’s genealogy, checking vital records, ancestry.com,
military records, the Springvale
Library (which has many old
records), cemetery records, and
church records.
The May 8 meeting of the
New Century Club will be in the
Shaker Museum with Jim Boyle
speaking on “Malaga Island”.
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Shaker museum

The Sid Emery Forum which
is sponsored by the Friends of the
Shaker Museum and the Sanford/
Springvale Historical Society will
host three authors and a musician
this season. The May 21 speaker will be Mary Quinn Doyle of
West Newfield who will speak on
her efforts to write about Maine
farms. On June 11, John Secunde,
who is working on a degree in
music, who speak about an early
Maine composer.
John Goff, an architectural historian, will be the speaker
on October 1 and on October 15
author Don Deignan will speak
about his uncle who died in Hawaii after Pearl Harbor.
The talks are free to the public
courtesy of the Shaker Museum
and Sanford/Springvale Historical Society. Each talk is given on
a Sunday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. at
the Shaker Museum.
  

Elementary school

Spring family day will be May
9, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Alfred
Day at the Seadogs will be May 5.
Is your child missing clothes,
hats, jackets, ski pants, mittens
or gloves? Or shoes? There is a
long table in the hall at Alfred Elementary School holding all these
items. Parents are invited to check
it out.

Town hall

Nomination papers are available from the town clerk for the
position as an Alfred Water District Trustee. The resident must
reside in a household for which
water is provided. The papers
must be returned to the town
clerk’s office by 2:30 p.m. on
Monday, May 1.
  

LYMAN

Fiber Arts Night

Now that spring is finally
here, are you feeling antsy? Feel
like being social after all of those
long, dark nights? Lyman Community Library’s Fiber Arts Night
is the perfect answer.
Grab whatever project you’re
working on—the group is called
Fiber Arts Night, but we’re open
to papercrafts and other handicrafts as well—and swing on
down on any Wednesday night
from 5:30 p.m. until we close at
8 p.m. All ages and skill levels are
always welcome, as are snacks.
For more information about
this or any other programs, call
the library at 499-7114, find them
on Facebook, or visit their website at www.lymanlibrary.org.

Your family’s
neighborhood
dentist.
Call today for
an appointment!
175 Narragansett Trail, Buxton
P.O. Box 17, Bar Mills, ME 04004

MANICURES • PEDICURES
HAIRCUTS • COLOR • WAXING
740 Main Street, Suite 1, Waterboro

929-6626

Tue. 11-7, Wed. 9-7, Thu.-Fri. 9-5,
Sat 8-noon • 247-1024
www.facebook.com/amariesstudio
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New track open to public
By Brigit McCallum

brigit@waterbororeporter.com

The new Massabesic Athletic
Complex outdoor track is now
open for the spring season. This is
the first occurrence of what RSU
57 Business Manager Colin Walsh
hopes will become one of the local annual signs of spring, when
the track opens for sports team as
well as public use. As promised
last fall, the track will be available
for public walking and running.
Walsh says he wondered if the annual sweeping of outdoor athletic
facilities that happens each April
would actually happen on time
this year, after the winter’s heavy
snowfall. But the recent warm
and even record-breaking days
took care of that, and the bright
red surface of the track looks very
inviting.
For those desiring to try out
the track for themselves, Athletic Director Brendan Scully says
the stadium will be busy weekdays after school for practices
and events until dark. Walking
will be allowed during the school
day and on the weekends. The
public is encouraged to check the

Friday, April 21, 2017

SPORTS

schedule on the athletics website
for weekend game schedules at
https://sites.google.com/a/rsu57.
org/massabesic-athletics.
Access to the track is through
the two spectator gates that are
open at either end of the stadium
that are typically used for football.
There is a gate centrally located
between the home side bleachers
that will be open for public access. The main traffic gate behind
the stadium will be closed and
locked, other than during events
so parking should be at the satellite lots along the bus garage road.
There will be no parking in the
bus garage parking lot during the
week.
Given the investment in the
track, there are rules for its proper use to prolong its life. Scully is
waiting for installation of signs
with these expectations listed. The
signs will be located at both access
gates to inform the public. District
officials are asking that no wheels
be used on the track; this includes
roller blades, skateboards, bikes,
strollers etc. No drinks other than
water are allowed inside the fence
to the track and turf. The public is
also asked not to enter or use the
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The newly renovated track at Massabesic High School is open for the season.
PHOTO BY BRIGIT MCCALLUM
high jump and pole vault pits. The
concern is that they are attractive
places for kids to play but can be
dangerous.
Walsh is pleased that the care
given by the contractor, the consultant who oversaw the project
and local maintenance crews has
the facility in fine shape for the
2017 outdoor sports seasons. The
track had testing done when it was
completed last fall, and other than

the signs setting forth directions
for the proper use and care of
the complex, it is complete. The
track, like all other district facilities, such as the bleachers, seating
in auditoriums and other district
venues where people gather, will
undergo an annual testing and any
required preventive maintenance,
for the safety of all involved as
well as to protect the investment
made by the district.

Scully says the district is excited to share this facility with
the public and they look forward
to seeing people using it. He adds
that the track itself is very user-friendly for those with any foot
or joint issues. And Walsh’s hope
is that, once local people experience their own use of the track,
they will look forward to its opening, along with spring flowers, as
a sure sign of spring.
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TRADITIONAL MAINE LOOK
ECONOMICAL❖STORAGE
207.432.8881

Annuals · Perennials · Shrubs
FRESH FLOWERS
Spring garden decor
cor

Nature’s Way Greenery
y

95 Central Ave. (Route 11), Limerick • 793-6672
OPEN 7 DAYS: Monday-Saturday 10 to 5, Sunday 10 to 4

TRADITIONAL MAINE LOOK
ECONOMICAL STORAGE
207.432.8881

Buy
3 weeks,
get one
FREE!
www.StultzBuilding.com
www.StultzBuildingInc.com
www.StultzBuildingInc.com

Residential &
Commercial

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • ROADWAYS
Call us for all your
asphalt needs.
RECYCLED ASPHALT • GRINDING • CURBING
Dana Brown • 520 Ossipee Hill Rd., Waterboro, ME 04087

247-8706

Paving | Recycled Asphalt | Seal Coating | Snow Plowing & Removal

LYMAN 207-636-0132 www.dtasphaltme.com

Cloutier’s

1144 Alfred Road
POWER & SPORTS Route 111 • Arundel

l Tractor

189

$

Tune-ups
includes pick up
AND delivery!

283-3262 • www.cloutierspowerandsports.com
COUPON EXPIRES MAY 30, 2017
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Essay contest winner
By Allison Williams

awilliams@waterbororeporter.com

Essay contest winner Sara Bouley with her father James, brother Samuel and mother Char.
COURTESY PHOTO

An eighth grade student
at Massabesic Middle School
has won the student essay contest sponsored annually by the
Friends of the Alfred Shaker Museum (FASM). It is her second
consecutive win in the contest.
The winner is Sarah Bouley
of East Waterboro with her essay
titled “How the Shakers Earned
a Living in Alfred.” She will receive a $100 prize and a collectible from FASM. Her essay will
become a part of the museum’s
archive.
She will read her essay in an
award ceremony at the museum
on the opening day of the new
summer season, on May 13 at 2
p.m. The museum will be open
at 1 p.m. that day at no charge. A
memorial to the late Shaker Sis-

Classifieds

CALL 247-1033 OR EMAIL ads@waterbororeporter.com
EMPLOYMENT

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Carpenter’s Helper

ANIMAL FEEDS

Wanted

Woodsome’s

• Full-time.
• Pay negotiable upon
experience.
• Must have own
transportation.
• Must provide liability
insurance.

Feeds & Needs

HORSE & PET SUPPLIES
We deliver • 247-5777
Open: M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-1.
Rte. 202, E. Waterboro

SAFE WATER & AIR

Water testing.
High quality treatment
systems.
Sales, service, installations.
www.safewaterandair.com

655-6149

GRAPHIC DESIGN · ADVERTISING · MARKETING

Junk Cars & Trucks, Scrap Metal
HOURS OF OPERATION:

Professional office space for lease:
740 Main Street, Waterboro
One office unit, 460 sq. ft.
$740/month, heat included.
For more information, call 929-0133

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

WANTED

Scale/Yard: Mon-Fri 8-4, Sat 8-2
Office: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-3
Closed Sundays until April 1st

$6/week

KLDesign

We buy the following metals:
Copper • Brass • Aluminum Cans • Batteries
• Stainless • Lead • Wire • Aluminum Wheels
(with or without tires) • Large amounts of Metal
• Steel • Appliances • Catalytic Converter

C.I.A.
SALVAGE
Toll Free: 877-456-8608 • 207-793-2022

We’ll beat any reasonable
offer for complete vehicles.

366 Sokokos Trail N. • Route 5, Limerick, ME 04048

& MARKETING

Kerry DeAngelis • North Waterboro, ME
E-mail: kerry@kldesignandmarketing.com

More than 20 years
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(207) 206-5639

www.kldesignandmarketing.com
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WATER TREATMENT

Your ad
HERE!

ter Frances Carr of the Sabbathday Lake Shaker community, who
died in January, will follow the
award ceremony. Refreshments
will be served.
The judges for the essay contest were Elizabeth DeWolfe,
Harland Eastman and Al Carlson.
The museum will introduce
the new season’s exhibit, titled
“Donations a Museum Make”,
that same day. New donations
to the museum, which recently
established a dedicated fund for
acquisitions given the high prices commanded by Shaker items
on antiquity markets, will be displayed.
The museum also is undertaking an exterior paint job this
season funded by a grant from the
Davis Family Foundation. Work
will begin as weather permits and
will be performed by Greg Knight
of Alfred.

Addition discounts
for pre-payment!

J.R. GERRISH & SONS, LLC.
Excavating contractors & sEptic sErvicE
Free Estimates • Site Work
Septic Tanks Pumped
Systems Inspected
Septic Systems Installed
www.gerrishandsonsllc.com
jebgerrish@gmail.com
Fax 207-324-9499

324-4984 Jim
423-7499 Jeb

DIRFY Generators BUY LOCAL • LIVE LOCAL
Doing It Right For You

Sales • Service • Installation • Inspections • Free Evaluations & Estimates

#1 Dealer for Home Standby Automatic Generators

CAFE

Where outstanding customer service doesn’t happen by accident.
Dirfygenerators.com • 1-800-287-9473 • dirfygenerators@yahoo.com
Pick up The Independent today to read our weekly articles about generator safety, installation and sizing.

Network

Join the Reporter’s BUY LOCAL Network
by advertising weekly. Call 247-1033 for info.
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OBITUARIES
Anna Jean Ribble

Anna J. Ribble, 74, a beloved
Wife, Mother, Grammy and Great
Grammy,
passed away
surrounded by
her family and
faithful pets
on Tuesday,
March
28,
Anna Jean
2017, at her
Ribble
home in West
Newfield.
Anna was born on Feb. 6,
1943 in Charleston, West Virginia
the daughter of Robert and Betty
(Harris) Burke. Following high
school graduation, Anna worked
as a bookkeeper and she took care
of the books for her loving husband, Gary, for his flooring business for many years. They moved
to Maine from Columbus, Ohio –
what a change it was for the kids!
They arrived before the Blizzard
of ’78. They soon grew to love
our great state and marveled at its
beauty and even loved living in the
country. Anna had a special gift
of seeing the beauty in everything
and everyone around her.
Anna’s true calling was to be a
mother. She believed in raising her
children to have open hearts and
open minds and to stand for what
they believed in. Her warm and
loving home was instilled with the
values of honesty, kindness and
compassion. Anna was quick to
love and slow to judge others. She
attended the Hollis Baptist Church
for many years. Anna kept the
doors open to her home for family
and visitors. She made her famous
chili; potato and macaroni salads
to not only nourish their bodies,
but listened intently to what was
going on in their lives. She had a
vast and beautiful variety of plants
and greenery year round in her
home. She could bring any plant
to full bloom and her orchids were
absolutely lovely. The kids called
her, “The Plant Whisperer.” Anna
could literally bring plants back
from Plant Heaven, proving this
once with an abandoned Christmas cactus that had been sitting in
a basement for over 6 years. Not
only did she bring it back to life,

but the cactus thrived so beautifully with 3 different colors! It continues to bloom Year Round to this
day! Anna had a way of performing miracles in life in so many different ways. People were naturally
drawn to her kind and generous
heart and her amazing smile that lit
up the room like rays of sunshine.
Anna adored animals, both
wild and domesticated. Not a day
went by in her life that did not start
with feeding her beautiful wild
birds that visited her daily to grab a
snack or two. Anna even had a custom 3 story birdhouse condominium built by her husband Gary that
was attached to her home directly
outside her kitchen window. She
cared for all wildlife that she had
come to visit and didn’t hesitate
to chase the hawks off that would
come and bother her turkeys on
occasion. Anna was also blessed to
have her adoring pet family inside
of her beautiful home. Her loyal
and loving Golden Retriever Blue
could be found right by her side at
all times no matter what she was
doing! Her African Grey Keita
and Blue Crowned Conure Buddy
would imitate her voice and her
singing; even when she sang off
key. They absolutely adored her
and will miss her dearly.
Anna loved spending time with
her wonderful and loving husband
Gary; enjoying many adventurous
and memorable times with him doing the things they loved together.
They did everything from major
canoe trips to riding snowmobiles
through the Back Hills and into
Canada. She rode motorcycles and
off road ATV’s with the best of
them! They were absolutely devoted to one another every moment of
their life together and enjoyed the
simple pleasures that life has to
offer.
Anna was a remarkable woman whose faith shone through in
everything she did and believed in.
She taught her family to perform
acts of kindness, practice encouragement and to stay true to themselves. She will be dearly missed
and her memory will be forever
treasured by her family and close
friends. Anna is now at peace and

is protected under the wings of her
Lord.
She is survived by her husband
of 39 years, Gary P. Ribble; her
four children, Ronald E. Sidebotham and wife Cottie Sidebotham;
Lori L. Graves; Julie E. Neal and
Robert Burke; her very special
grandchildren, Anna J. Martel;
Dakota L. Neal & fiancé Tyler
F. Richardson; Reta A. Lyman;
Heather L. and Jill E. Sidebotham; Michael R. Walker; Samual
C. Burke, her two great-grandchildren, Brayden J. Sidebotham and
Saige E. Richardson; her Mother
and Father In Law, Jane and Guy
Ribble and many nieces and nephews.
She was predeceased by her
parents, Robert and Betty Burke
and two sisters, Patty Sue Sines
and Peggy Massie.
A green graveside service was
held on April 2 at the Cedar Brook
Burial Grounds, 175 Boothby Rd.,
in Limington.
Her loving son Ron said it best
when he said, “You couldn’t be
anything but yourself around her,
she just had a way of bringing that
out in you.” She was a rare and
beautiful soul and was blessed to
have had such wonderful people in
her life. She loved with all that she
had in her and she will be forever
loved, honored and remembered
lovingly by all that knew her.
In lieu of flowers, consider
a donation to Operation Ray of
Light, 909 Main St., Sanford, ME
04073 or to the Animal Welfare
Society, P.O. Box 43, West Kennebunk, ME 04904.
To leave a message of condolence for the family, visit www.autumngreenfuneralhome.com.
The Autumn Green Funeral
Home, 47 Oak Street, in Alfred
is respectfully handling arrangements.

Obituaries are a FREE
service in the Reporter.
EMAIL TO:
news@waterboro
reporter.com

Sharing Memories...Celebrating Life

AUTUMN GREEN
Funeral Home

• Our home provides a warm and unhurried atmosphere.
• We help you create unique and memorable services.
• Your loved one will be cared for with the utmost respect.

47 Oak Street, Alfred, ME • (207) 459-7110

www.autumngreenfuneralhome.com
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We offer a donation match to your advertising.
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News from the Maine Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Horse owners: Now is the
time to vaccinate horses
Maine State Veterinary officials would like to remind horse
owners that now is the time vaccinate horses to ensure protection
from Rabies and mosquito-borne
diseases such as Eastern Equine
Encephalitis virus (EEE) and
West Nile Virus (WNV). Vaccinating horses annually against
rabies, EEE and WNV is the best
way to protect them from these
dangerous diseases, which can
cause neurologic symptoms and
commonly lead to death in unvaccinated animals.
Officials caution against complacency, even though there were
no cases of rabies, EEE or WNV
in Maine horses last year. Annual
vaccination is safe, effective and
essential to maintain protection
against these potentially deadly
infections.
Horse owners can also minimize the chances of their horses
interacting with the wildlife species that commonly transmit the
rabies virus, such as raccoons and

skunks, by cleaning up potential
food sources for these animals
such as trash, grain and food left
out for barn cats.
Horse owners should reduce
mosquito breeding sites by eliminating sources of standing water such as unused buckets and
tires. Owners should also consider keeping horses inside stalls
during times of high mosquito
activity – between dusk and dawn
– which will help reduce their exposure to mosquito bites.
Owners whose horses are
showing signs of these diseases,
which can include stumbling, circling, head pressing, depression
or apprehension, weakness of
legs, partial paralysis, inability to
stand, muscle twitching or death,
are urged to contact their veterinarian immediately. Suspicion of
rabies, EEE or WNV infection in
horses should be reported to the
Maine State Veterinarian’s office
immediately at 287-7615.

YCCAC DIRECTOR

serving York County residents
since 1966. The mission of the
agency is to “alleviate the effects
of poverty, attack its underlying
causes, and to promote the dignity and self-sufficiency of the
people of York County, Maine.”
YCCAC programs include WIC,
Head Start and Early Head Start,
Economic Opportunity, Energy
Services, Weatherization, Transportation, Community Outreach,
and Nasson Health Care.
For more information, please
contact Brad Bohon, Community
Relations Director, at 408-5625

(Continued from page 1)
An engaged member of the
community, Friend has served on
the Cumberland County Advisory
Committee of the Maine Community Foundation, the Harvard
Pilgrim Health Care Foundation
Board of Directors, and the Portland Public Schools Superintendent Search Committee. He lives
with his family in Portland.
York County Community Action Corporation (YCCAC) is a
private non-profit organization

BRIEFS

Memory loss, Dementia
and Alzheimer’s

Alzheimer’s disease is not a
normal part of aging. If you or
someone you know is affected by
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia,
it’s time to learn the facts. This
program provides information on

detection, causes and risk factors,
stages of the disease, treatment,
and much more. Join us Tuesday,
May 2, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at York
County Community Action Corporation, 6 Spruce Street, Sanford.
For more information, call Robin
Bibber at 459-2989. The program
is free and open to the public.

“Mom LOVED playing slot machines.
That was her enjoyment and relaxation. Our family
all smiled as everyone left a chip by her picture.”

It is not about the final journey, or the right music or even
a favorite poem. It is about helping you create a fitting tribute.
So that we make sure we understand exactly what you want,
and provide you with everything you need to help say goodbye,
please schedule an appointment with us today.

Dennett, Craig & Pate
Funeral Home and

Here for you
since 1882

Cremation Services

That’s 2 ads for the price of 1!
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Call 247-1033 or email ads@waterbororeporter.com.

BUXTON • Portland Rd. & Rte. 202 • 929-8200
SACO • 365 Main Street • 282-0562 www.dcpate.com
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Why advertise in
the Reporter?

In addition to promoting your business,
your advertising dollars go directly towards
helping us provide valuable FREE services
to your LOCAL community, including:

• Press releases and community announcements
• Local news that’s close to home, including police logs
• Obituaries, engagements and birth announcements
• Non-profit community event listings
• FREE lost & found classified ads
• FREE letters to the editor and opinion columns
• FREE marketing and design & excellent customer service
•D
 ISCOUNTED advertising for non-profits and towns including
a donation ad match for non-profit fundraisers.
With thousands of readers every week, The Reporter is the
perfect advertising venue for reaching your LOCAL customers.
Our only source of revenue is advertising, so the more
advertising support we receive, the more news we can provide.

It’s THAT simple.
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