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Bus system
complex

Sugarhouses
open Sunday

Annual event highlights
industry growth

By Brigit McCallum

brigit@waterbororeporter.com

So far, weather has made this
year a real challenge for those
who make the transportation decisions for the roughly 3,200
students that attend the RSU 57
schools. After a blizzard closed
the schools on March 14, and
the road cleanup made a delayed
opening necessary the following day, a handful of drivers, office staff and mechanics were on
hand digging out and cleaning
off buses. They finished up the 35
or so vehicles there around 7:30
a.m. and buses started rolling out
around 7:45 to begin picking students up. This scene has become
unusually familiar this winter, as
by the end of February, Superintendent Larry Malone and District
Transportation Director Matt Kearns had called out six snow days.
On those days, 40 buses and 10
vans that make up the district’s
fleet sat under piles of snow,
while roughly 90 employees got
the day off. This week’s blizzard
added another snow day and the
end of the school year has now
been extended to Friday, June 23.
While there are endless complexities to maintaining the
smooth running of such an extensive transportation system that
logs over a million miles a year,
the decisions made on early winter
mornings are often what bring the
existence of that system into the
spotlight. This, because they impact all the elements that make up
that system: the students, parents,
(Continued on page 2)
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Top: The RSU #57 Transportation team that gets more than 3200 students to and from school each
day includes, from left, Peter Roy, Dispatcher, Angela Theriault, Administrative Assistant, Kevin
Theriault, mechanic (and Angela’s father), Richard Charland, mechanic and Director Matt Kearns.
PHOTO BY BRIGIT MCCALLUM Bottom: Some of the RSU 57 fleet. PHOTO BY KERRY DEANGELIS

Drama club heads
to state festival

By Cynthia Matthews

The Bonny Eagle Drama Club
will be performing the play, Song
of Extinction by EM Lewis this
weekend, March 24 and 25 at Falmouth High School, competing in
the Maine State Drama Festival
for Class A.
For the second year in a
row, Bonny Eagle High School
brought home the Regional win
during the 86th Annual Maine
Drama Festival, held March 1011 at Bonny Eagle for nine area
schools: in Class A, Bonny Eagle
High School, Marshwood High
School, Massabesic High School,
Noble High School; and in Class
B, Baxter Academy for Technology and Science, Casco Bay High
School, Freeport High School,
Maine Girls’ Academy and Traip

This weekend Maine will
celebrate its 34th annual Maine
Maple Sunday on March 26. The
annual event is held every fourth
Sunday of March. Participating
sugarhouses will be open for visitors to enjoy freshly made maple
syrup and candy, demonstrations
of syrup production, sugarbush
tours and a variety of other family
activities.
Last week, Governor Paul R.
LePage highlighted maple tapping season with Maine maple
producers on the Blaine House
lawn by following an annual tradition: the tapping of a maple
tree. The Governor highlighted
the economic contributions of
Maine’s maple industry and new
statistics showing its dramatic
growth since 2010.
“Maine’s maple industry is
growing in output and importance,” said Governor Paul R.
LePage. “Since 2010, Maine maple syrup production has more
than doubled (114 percent increase). The extended 2016 season

Academy. Each school performs
in front of each other and a panel of three judges who critique
and score each play, determining
an overall winner. Freeport High
School won for Class B, and will
perform the same weekend at Yarmouth High School.
The Maine Drama Festival
is held every year in March to
promote interest in Theater and
Drama. The acting and all technical aspects of the play must be
performed by students in Grades
9-12, according to the rules of the
Maine Drama Council, who sponsors the event.
Song of Extinction is the story
of Max Forrestal, a musically gifted high school student who feels
as if he is “falling off the edge of
the world.” His biology teacher
(Continued on page 8)

Eighth grader Addy Brandt
has her artwork on display at
the Portland Museum of Art
through April 3.
COURTESY PHOTO

Student display
at museum

Emily Eberhart and March Steiger performing Song of Extinction
at Bonny Eagle High School. Bonny Eagle won for Class A, and
will perform at States March 24 and 25 at Falmouth High School.
COURTESY PHOTO

Adelaide (Addy) Brandt,
an eighth grader at Massabesic
Middle School, has her work on
display at the Portland Museum
of Art for the Youth Art Month
Exhibition. This event showcases
more than 90 works of art created
by K-12 students throughout the
state. The exhibition runs through
April 3 and is located on the lower ground floor of the museum.
Addy and her teacher, Ms.
Haven were recognized at an
evening reception on March 11
at the museum, which is located
at 7 Congress Square in Portland.
For more information visit http://
www.portlandmuseum.org/blog/
youth-art-month-returns-pma.
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TRANSPORTATION
(Continued from page 1)
teachers, staff, drivers, before and
after-school care providers, and
countless others.
When a snow day threatens,
Kearns and Malone confer at 4
a.m. Kearns calls road commissioners in the district towns while
Malone contacts area superintendents. Other sources Malone
consults include Russ Murley on
Channel 8 who often has reports
from other districts, as well as the
National Weather Service website
and CMP to see about power outages in district towns.
Both are aware of the vast
weather differences that can impact a town like Lyman, with its
weather more impacted by coastal
influences, and Newfield, with its
inland location and higher elevations. These factors can produce
markedly different temperatures.
Kearns says, “This is a lot different from Kennebunk, where I was
last year, where all the schools
have similar weather. Here, when
it is raining to the east, the western
parts of the district can experience
icing, and dangerous conditions.”
When a mid-February storm
this year brought trees down,
causing power outages in Lyman, Alfred and Waterboro, that

determined the call for the entire
district, and such decisions can
leave parents in other areas wondering what’s going on. These
conditions have to be assessed,
and sometimes road commissioners in some towns will ask for a
couple of hours to make the roads
safe, leading to a delayed start, or
if they can’t keep up with a storm
and the roads are narrowing, they
may call for early release.
Malone says he tries to make
the decision by 5 a.m. and get the
word out, posting it to TV stations, and listing it on the Honeywell Instant Alert System, or
what recipients know as the “robo
call” they receive by email, text or
phone. Both also agree that whatever decision is made, the obvious priority is to keep the students
safe. Kearns says the bottom line
is, “Can we get buses from point
A to B in a safe way? If it takes
starting later or leaving earlier,
that becomes the call.”
This is Malone’s second winter on the job here at RSU 57,
having served as Assistant Superintendent during the 2015-1016
school year under John Davis,
and first winter as Superintendent. Malone’s prior experience
with transportation in RSU 50 had
similarities to the challenges of
RSU 57 in the variety of weather
environments involved. He wrote,

RSU #57
2017-2018
BUDGET REVIEW
SESSION
The Finance Committee of
RSU #57 would like to invite
the public to a review session
of the preliminary 2017-2018
school district budget.

March 27, 2017
6:30 p.m.

Massabesic High School Auditorium

“RSU 50 lies in Northern Penobscot and Southern Aroostook
Counties and is approximately
460 square miles, making it one
of the largest geographic school
regions in Maine. ”
It is Kearns’ first winter here
as director, as well, but he had
seven years experience prior
to this on this district’s roads as
the driver of Bus #1172 covering parts of Newfield, Limerick
and North Waterboro on his high
school/middle school route and
Limerick for his Line Elementary
route. Kearns then spent over two
years as Director of Transportation in Kennebunk.
While Malone and Kearns
may call the shots on stormy
mornings, the RSU 57 Transportation Department team includes
Dispatcher Peter Roy of North
Waterboro, Administrative Assistant and lifetime Waterboro resident Angela Theriault, and Limerick residents Kevin Theriault and
Richard Charland, the two fulltime mechanics who maintain the
entire fleet.
As the Administrative Assistant, Angela Theriault maintains
the routing software, adding students, changing bus stops, working closely with Special Education and homeless or displaced
student liaisons in the district,
and when necessary between
districts, to get all the accommodations necessary to transport
district students to where they are
living. This can involve sharing
responsibility with nearby districts for students displaced in
any way. She also maintains files
on the certifications required for
all transportation employees, including drivers, mechanics and
aides, making sure they are up to
date. She works with the central
office on Kindergarten and Pre-K
registration, to arrange how new
students will fit into or modify
existing routes when they enter.
She, as well as each of the rest
of the team, may be called out at

Waterboro sidewalk
project meeting

the crack of dawn any given day,
to cover for a driver emergency.
Everyone in the office is crosstrained, so mechanics as well
as director may answer phones,
clear snow off buses, or fill in for
drivers, any given day.
Dispatcher Peter Roy says he
thrives on the fast-paced environment he works in every day. “It’s
Grand Central here, my meat and
potatoes!” He describes the work
environment as forever changing.
“You need to be willing to adapt on
a moment’s notice. The unexpected happens and I need to anticipate
calls we need to make, and all the
necessary adjustments, divert buses and call parents.” His job is all
about communication, with a wide
variety of people, parents, teachers, drivers, and anyone else calling in. “I have three children who
went through Massabesic schools,
so I know the other end, too.”
Roy is experienced in highstress environments, with a 20year background in public safety,
and a dispatcher for 14 years. He’s
been at RSU 57 two years, and
says he’s still learning. In addition to his dispatcher duties, Roy
schedules athletic team and field
trips as well as covering for sick
drivers when necessary, and helping Kearns and Theriault when
necessary. He holds a CDL license
with a school bus endorsement.
The two mechanics who keep
the entire fleet on the roads are
Richard Charland and Kevin
Theriault, both of Limerick. Each
brings a lifetime of working on
vehicles and machines, Theriault,
who graduated from Massabesic,
started while still in high school,
and Charland worked for Les
Leighton for many years.
The fleet of vehicles that transports the district’s students spends
nights at the Transportation Department office and garage, behind
Massabesic High School. The exception is when drivers live closer to their first stop in the morning, and have space to store the
world finals.
The cost is $15 for adults and $12
for seniors and children under 12.
Call 247-4936 for reservations.

The town of Waterboro will hold
a public meeting on Tuesday, May
22, at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall to
present information and solicit public input on the design of a sidewalk
on Old Alfred Road.
The Waterboro Transfer Station/
The new sidewalk would generally Recycling Committee will meet at
run from the entrance of Massabesic 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 22, at a
Middle School to Friendship Park. new location – the second floor ofPavingleaders
| Recycled
| Seal Coating
Plowing
& Removal
Town
alongAsphalt
with engineers
fice in| Snow
the original
Town
Hall.
from
Wright-Pierce,
the town’s www.dtasphaltme.com
LYMAN
207-636-0132
consulting firm, will be present to
answer questions.
This project is funded through the
Maine Department of Transportation’s Quality Community Program
On Saturday, May 26, from 9
to improve pedestrian safety. It’s a.m.-noon, the Ossipee Meadows
also part of the town’s overall goal Garden Club will hold a plant sale
of improving safety and walkability at the historic Taylor House, off
along Old Alfred Road.
Route 5, in Center Waterboro. All
Call Tom Ursia, the town Plan- proceeds will benefit the garden
ner, at 247-6166, ext. 3, or email to club’s scholarship fund, as well as
townplanner@waterboro-me.gov, its community projects.
Plants for sale include perenfor more information.
nials, vegetable and annual seedlings, herbs and houseplants. In
addition, select perennials from the
Taylor House gardens will also be
available. Call Donna at 247-3604
On Saturday, May 19, at 5:45 for more information or to donate
175 Narragansett
p.m.,
Sanford MaineTrail,
StageBuxton
will plants to the sale.
P.O.
Box
17,
Bar
Mills,
04004
present “Café Murder,” aME
murThe Ossipee Meadows Garder-mystery dinner-theater event den Club meets at 7 p.m. on the
at Massabesic Middle School to third Thursday of every month at
benefit the Odyssey of the Mind Waterboro Town Hall. New memteams from Regional School Unit bers and visitors are welcome. Call
57. The teams are headed to the Lisa, at 247-6154, or Maggie, at
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bus or van, saving the district the
mileage. The challenge for those
drivers is that they are responsible
for cleaning off snow or ice themselves. The office staff and drivers work together with roof rakes
to clean off the vehicles stored at
the school. Kearns recalls his own
seven-year experience of parking
at home, and putting his roof rake
to work on many winter mornings.
Each bus and its driver makes
two runs a day, the first to transport
high school and middle school students, covering grades 6 through
12. Following that run, they all go
right back and pick up pre-K (at
Shapleigh and Line Schools) or K
through grade 5 students. As Kearns says, “So if you see an empty
bus, it may be going back for its
next cycle. It’s a full day for all.”
In addition, there are five buses
that leave the schools at 4:10 p.m.
for after-school activities, so those
runs keep vehicle and drivers on
the road until 5:30 or later, Monday through Thursday.
The relationship between drivers and students is a whole story in
itself, with many drivers’ longevity allowing them to drive members of different generations of
the same families. Remembering
his own seven-year experience of
driving the same route for the district, Kearns says, “The driver is
the first and the last adult students
see every school day. They often
have an important place in kids’
lives!”
Asked what he thinks about
his job as Director, Kearns says
he enjoys many aspects of the job
including assisting with scheduling and routing. There is also the
challenge to make sure the routes
are the most efficient they can be
as well as being on time. He says,
“There is a lot of information to
remember inREPORTER
terms of students,
www.keep
staff, buses being used and what’s
available for resources. Every day
can be challenging,
but I always
RIEFS
feel I am up for it.”
727-5810, for more information teeBall
about the club and its programs.
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Gallery on The Green
at the Beehive in Alfred
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Sacopee Valley to perform
Wizard of Oz

Allison Williams

By Cynthia Matthews

awilliams@waterbororeporter.com
324-5823

Garden planned for
woods edge

Although the ground is deep in
snow, Woods Edge residents are already planning for spring. With the
assistance of Allie von Glahn, the
Resident Service Coordinator for
Avista Housing, a committee has already planned what to start indoors
in the community room (in a plastic greenhouse to be purchased) and
what will be planted later. A seedling planting party was planned for
March 29th at 10 a.m. More than
veggies were discussed. Ideas for
attracting birds were given the nod
and ways to discourage insects, like
planting marigolds.
Preferences in vegetables were
discussed. What kind of tomatoes?
Corn? This was eliminated, due to
size. Corn may be planted outside
some individual apartments. Lettuce
and radishes were given the nod,
also peppers and cauliflower. Many
ideas were exchanged including appropriate mulch. Some supplies, like
seedling boxes and large flower pots
and popsicle sticks (for labels) will
be donated.
The raised beds have already
arrived and are ready to be situated
on what is now lawn. Three Master
Gardeners attended the meeting to
help with the plans, Brenda Allen,
Barbie Brummel and this correspondent.

Parish church supper

A ceremonial “returning of the church keys” was done during
Rev. Diane Harvey’s last service at Alfred Parish Church. The
keys were accepted by Janet Tucker.
COURTESY PHOTO
building, which is open year round.
In another week the York County Food Pantry will be moving
down to Route 4, in the former sheriffs building behind the “elephant
grave”. The hours will be 1-4 on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Salvius Hall, built by the Shakers in 1831, and used as the men’s
workshop, was formerly used along
with Denis Hall for classrooms and
the director’s office, was used as
locker room space for the students.
Also for shop space for Brothers
Stephen Lefebvre, Raymond Berube, Roger Monfette, Henri Bernier
and Andre Millette. This building
will be transitioning to York County
Shelter for offices and services.

Birdhouse project

The Alfred Conservation Commission had 23 bluebird house kits
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ready last week      for youngsters to
put together – but only one youngster showed up at Town Hall to do
the building. Members of the commission, however, were on hand so
several of them constructed their
own bluebird houses. The weather
may have influenced attendance.
This was the last activity in the
winter series planned by the commission this year.

Parsons library

A new support group is forming
at Parsons Memorial Library – “On
and On and On Anon” for those who
cannot stop talking. All are welcome to join on Saturday, April 1.
Storyhour with Yoga led by
Christy Hall will be Tuesday, March
27 at 10 a.m. All children are welcome.

Sacopee Valley High School
will be performing its Spring Musical, “The Wizard of Oz,” this
weekend, March 24, 25 and 26 at 7
p.m. with a matinee on Sunday at 2
p.m. at the Sacopee Valley Middle
School cafetorium.
Sophomore Claire Richmond
plays Dorothy, her first lead role,
having played smaller parts in other shows the last 4 years. “As this
was my first year being a lead, I was
excited to take up the challenge,”
said Richmond. “Being a lead can
be really stressful, but in the end,
it’s one of the best things ever. The
lines are probably the hardest part,
along with the fact that you have
to stay strong, even when things
go wrong. This is completely different than my other roles in the
sense that I have no breaks!” But
Richmond commands the stage,
and pulls you into the story from
the beginning, with her first song,
“Over the Rainbow.”
This is also the first lead role
for sophomore Tiffany Garland,
who plays Zeke and the Lion.
“Being a lead in the musical has
been the best thing that has every
happened to me! I love being able
to take on a whole new personality
and to try to make it my own in a
unique way,” said Garland. “Being
a lead has its ups and downs, but
the final result is worth it!” Garland added, “I always follow my
favorite actress’ quote to boost my
confidence, ‘Nothing is impossible, the word itself says I’m possible!’ – Audrey Hepburn’”

Band and Chorus Teacher,
Jennifer Fletcher, is the Assistant
Director. This is her first Sacopee
Valley Musical, and her first time
directing. “It has been a great experience,” said Fletcher, “being
involved behind the scenes versus
being on stage.” Fletcher reported
that rehearsals are going very well!
“We’re now getting into a rhythm,
working together.Everyone knows
what needs to get done, and is getting it done!”
English Teacher Leigh Bivens,
is directing the show. This is her
second Sacopee Musical, having
directed “Shrek” last year. “This
is a larger cast,” she reported,
“with 26 Middle and High School
students in the cast, and 7 on the
crew.”
The cast and crew have been
working very hard to put together
a great show. A stuffed animal is
used for Toto, so there isn’t a real
dog to steal the show.
“The best thing about the whole
production is the wonderful cast,”
said Garland. “Everyone makes rehearsals so much better!”
Richmond added, “I would also
like to thank the cast of the Wizard
of Oz for always sticking together
and making this a wonderful experience.”
Cast member Sophomore Emily Parker added, “I’m really excited! It’s going to be awesome,
maybe better than Shrek!”
Come out and support Sacopee
this weekend and see “The Wizard
of Oz.” Tickets are $7/adults, $5
students and children under 5 are
free.

The monthly free supper sponsored by Alfred Parish Church will
be Monday, March 27 from 5 to 6
p.m. All are welcome.
A farewell ceremony for the
Rev. Diane Harvey was given this
past Sunday. She has been an active
interim pastor during the 21 months
spent at Alfred Parish, leading a Bible study group, a theological study
group, and involving herself fully
in the life of the church. During the
ceremony the keys to the church
were handed back by her to Deacon
Janet Tucker.
This coming Sunday the diaconate will lead the worship. On April
2, Palm Sunday, Sara Bartlett, the
new pastor, will lead the service.

Shaker Hill news

A modern maple syrup production facility was built this past
year between Shaker Hill Road and
Route 4, on property once owned by
the Brothers of Christian Instruction.
The land was sold several years ago
to owners of Gile Family Country
Store and will be open to the public
for the first time on Sunday, March
26, from 10 to 4, for demonstrating
maple syrup production. The new
sap house is accessible from the
Shaker Hill Road.
Maple syrup and maple sugar
will be available for sale in the sap
house.
What was once the Brothers’
orchard is now leased from York
County Shelter and operated by the
orchadists.
Also open will be the Shaker
Museum in the red carriage building
and the York County Shelter bakery

An experienced surgical team
for the Sanford region
Why go out of state for your surgery when all your
surgical needs can be met right here close to home?

From left:
Catherine Share, MD
Kathleen Wilson, PA
Michael Carroll, MD
Darin Miller, MD
Cynthia Chao, MD
and Kathleen Bradley, PA

From general surgery to weight loss surgery, SMHC has you covered
with a comprehensive team of surgical specialists offering outpatient
surgery and all your office visits right here in Sanford.
When you need surgery, choose a local team backed by the quality
and expertise of the MaineHealth system: SMHC Surgery.
To learn more about SMHC Surgery,
visit smhc.org.
25A June Street, Sanford ME 04073

SMHC Surgery
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GETTING FIT LOCALLY

Cross-country skiing
By Cynthia Matthews

Snowshoe group views
four-season expansion
By Brigit McCallum

of land owned by the land trust
in that part of town, to build a
list of locations where members
of the public can gain access to
trails that are free of charge, on
either public or private land with
permission of landowners, and to
offer opportunities for those interested to help build new trails.
The meeting will take place
in the downstairs meeting room
at Waterboro Library, 318 Main
St. in East Waterboro. The entrance is on the right side of the
building. Check out the Facebook
group called Waterboro Maine
Area Snowshoe Enthusiasts and
Wannabes or email Brigit McCallum at brigit@waterborolibrary.
org for more information.

brigit@waterbororeporter.com

A group of twelve enjoyed a
successful two-hour snowshoe
and cross country ski outing
along Bennett Hill Road and on
a loop through Waterboro Land
Trust property last weekend.
While there is still snow on the
trails, thoughts are turning to the
near future and the emergence
of bare ground in the woods.
Anyone interested in organizing
four-season non-motorized activities on local trails is invited to a
visioning meeting Wednesday,
March 29 at 7 p.m.
Some initial goals are to plan
possible events to take families
and individuals out on parcels
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Last Tuesday brought a
fresh new coat of snow here in
Southern Maine, extending the
Cross-country ski season!
Cross-country skiing is gliding through snow on skis on
variable terrain, going uphill,
downhill, through forests and
over open meadows. It mimics
walking or skating, the opposite
arm and leg swinging forward
as you glide. It is an excellent
full-body, cardio workout, burning about 400 to 800 calories per
hour, about 6-7,000 steps. Unlike running, it has less impact
on the joints.
A popular Cross-country ski
spot is Harris Farm in Dayton,
open for the last 29 years. Harris
farm has over 25 miles of trails at
varying levels, from easy, beginning, gentle loops, to “difficult”,
rolling terrain through fields and
forests of their 600 acre dairy
and vegetable farm. “We’re not
a golf course,” said Dixie Harris, “and we’re not Trapp Family
Lodge (in Vermont). They’re in
the mountains. We have more
moderate terrain.”
Most of the trails are
groomed. “The groomer does
a wonderful job,” said Diane
Lasher from Limerick, who was
out on the trails on Saturday for
the second time this year. “It’s
a tiny bit icy and sticky where
the sun is shining,” she said, but
added, “They always keep it really nice here.”
“We love it here,” said Bruce
McAllister from York who was
skiing with his family. “They do
a great job grooming, it’s accessible, friendly, never crowded.”
He added, “It’s a multiple use
facility, there is a great variety
of things to do, you can see the
cows, go sledding and of course,
go skiing.” His wife, Julia Peterson, added, “It’s a great local family operation, great for
kids!” Dogs are also welcome
on the trails, Monday through
Friday, if snow allows.
Harris Farm offers ski and
snowshoe rentals in tons of sizes. They also rent pulk sleds, to

pull along your child while you ski.
And if you don’t want to ski, there
is a sledding hill across from the
lodge. Inside the lodge, in addition
to the rental shop, there’s a retail
store with farm products such as
their well-known milk, cheese and
grass-fed beef, and their maple syrup, as well as T-shirts, sweatshirts,
and other goods. Upstairs is a
common room, with a woodstove,
a large sunroom, tables and chairs,
and snacks, such as hotdogs, chips,
cookies, coffee, hot chocolate and
water are offered at reasonable
prices. You can also bring your
own lunch and/or snack and enjoy
it upstairs.
The trails at Harris Farm had
closed for Cross-Country skiing
for a short time, as the snow had
melted and what was left was hard
packed. This is not good skiing
conditions, as you need softer
snow to glide through. But hardpacked, frozen granular snow is
perfect for Fat Bikes! Fat Bikes
have 4-5” tires, and “float on top
of the snow.” When the trails are
closed to skiing, they are open for
Fat Bikes. “It extends the recreation season a bit,” said Rachel
Harris, who anticipates Fat-Biking
will go until April 1 (at least), and
next year will probably begin November 1.
But, the new snow has replenished the trails, and they are open
once again! The season is not
over yet! But this is Maine – who
knows what will happen next!
For more information on the
snow conditions and the trails,
visit www.harrisfarm.com or call
499-2678. Harris Farm, located
on Buzzell Rd in Dayton, is open
every day 9am to dusk, snow permitting.
Harris Farm will also be open
Maple Sugar Weekend from 8am2pm March 25 and 26. They will
offer a Pancake Breakfast upstairs
at the lodge, with pancake batter
made from scratch by Dixie Harris
herself, Harris Farm’s own butter
and of course, their own maple
syrup.
Harris Farm is not the only
place one can go Cross-Country
skiing around here! Every Sunday, the Horizons Building next

awilliams@waterbororeporter.com
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Call Today 247-3511
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to Sacopee Valley Elementary
School in South Hiram is open
from 1-3:30pm for the Sacopee Valley Recreation Council’s
x-country ski program.
The Sacopee Valley Rec
Council (SVRC) has dozens
and dozens of skis, boots and
poles, which are shared with the
SAD#55 PE Program. Many
have been donated, but every
year, the Rec Council gives
about $100 for Connie Wood, a
former PE teacher for the district
and a Rec Council Board member, to purchase used equipment,
often from Harris Farm! “We
can pretty much cover all sizes
from very small child to adult
size 13 or 14 shoe size,” said Peter Zack, SVRC Board Member.
Zack has been involved in
the program since it’s inception.
“The SVRC X-country ski program is actually an offshoot of a
program called High Times, and
adventure program which ran
from around 1981-1986 or so
out of a tiny, wood heated building behind Sacopee Valley High
School. Skis were made available to the public at that time.
High Times had a ropes course
behind Sacopee, and purchased
the skis as well,” Zack reported.
“The ski program subsequently
segued to the Sacopee Valley
Rec Council.” It has been at the
Horizons Building for a decade
or more.
“We use the snowmobile
trail directly behind the Horizon
building, which extends perhaps 2 ½ miles toward Cornish
and 1 ½ to 2 miles to the Hiram
Town Office in the other direction,” said Zack. “Of course,
if one crosses South Hiram Rd,
the trails go and go and go,” he
added.
Cross-Country skiing at the
Horizons Building is FREE.
Stop in from 1-3:30pm on Sunday afternoons, borrow some
boots and skis and hit the trails.
When you come back, warm up
in the Horizons Building and
enjoy a cup of hot chocolate, offered by the Rec Council.
For more information on the
snow conditions and the trails,
find Sacopee Valley Rec on
Facebook, or contact Erica Guptill at sacopeerec@yahoo.com.
For more information about the
Rec Council itself, you can also
call or text Guptill at 838-9088,
or stop by a meeting. The Council meets monthly every 1st
Monday at 7pm at the Horizons
Building. The next meeting is
Monday, April 3.
Try Cross-Country skiing
before the season is over!
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Open all weekends thru April 2, 9am-4pm

Maple Sunday, March 26, 9am-4pm

OUR OWN MAPLE SYRUP!
Tours & samples anytime!

(Continued from page 1)
yielded 675,000 gallons, up from
315,000 gallons in 2010. During
that same time period, the number
of taps has increased 26.5 percent
(going from 1.47 million to 1.86
million). Maine’s maple industry
contributes an estimated $48.7
million to the Maine economy,
including a direct contribution
of $27.7 million and multiplier
effects. The Maine maple industry is working hard to realize its
potential for creating more jobs,
business opportunities and locally-produced products valued by
consumers.”
Commissioner Walt Whitcomb encouraged people to visit
local sugarhouses this weekend.
“Maine Maple Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to get outdoors and celebrate the arrival of
spring,” said Whitcomb. “We’re
hearing that the maple sap has
exceptionally high sugar content
this year. Bring your family and
find out for yourself.”

Maine Maple Statistics:

• 545,000 gallons were produced last year, worth $17.4 million
• Maine’s industry has an annual statewide economic contribution, including multiplier
effects, of an estimated $48.7 million in output, 805 full-and parttime jobs, and $25.1 million in
labor income
• Maine has the third largest
syrup industry in this country.
Maine has the largest maple producing county in the country –
Somerset County

EVENTS
FAMILY MAPLE SYRUP
EVENT AND IRISH CELEBRATION at Newfield’s Curran
Homestead Village (formerly Willowbrook) Sat. & Sun., March 25
& 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Maple Syrup boiling demo, team of Belgian
draft horse carriage rides, Irish
stew with grass fed beef from wee
Bit Farm in Orland, Irish soda
bread and maple flavored sweets
and savories at Victorian Kitchen. Blacksmithing and printing
shop open, hands-on woodworking activity, family egg hunt. Admission, $10 Adult, $6 child and
includes some samples of food,
carriage ride and activities. Visit
www.curranhomestead.org or call
205-4849 or 207-745-4426.
MAPLE SUNDAY OPEN
HOUSE The Historical Society of
Newfield will hold its annual Maple Sunday open house on Sunday, March 26 from noon to 3 p.m.
at the Historical Society building
in Newfield Village. The title of
this year’s display is “Household
Items in Years Gone By.” Refreshments will be served and all
who attend are invited to register
for door prizes.

• Maine has around 1.4 million
taps
Some sugarhouses will hold
events on both Saturday and Sunday. For a list and map of participating sugarhouses, visit the

Maine Maple Producers website
a
www.mainemapleproducers.
com. For more information about
the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry,
visit www.maine.gov/dacf.

• Maple Cotton Candy
• Maple Candy
& Needhams
• Jams & Honey

APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!

299 Bond Springs Road (Rt. 11), West Newfield
taps@metrocast.net • thurstonandpeters.com

793-8886 or 793-8040

Maple
Soft
Serve

Come Celebrate
Come
Celebrate
Maine
Maple
Maine Maple Sunday
Sunday with
withus
us
MAPLEWEEKEND
WEEKEND
MAPLE
MARCH
22 &
23,&2014
MARCH
25
26
9-4pm Both Days

Pancake Breakfast, Pure Maine
Maple Syrup, Maple Smoked Cheese,
Maple Cream, Maple Cotton Candy,
Maple Soft Serve Ice Cream,
Maple Candy, Maple Butter, and more

Open March 26 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Come sample our syrup on ice cream and see the maple syrup
evaporator at work. We have plenty of syrup and homemade
goodies for sale and if he’s feeling up to it, Franklin the maple hound,
will be greeting our guests and posing for a photo.

Entertainment
Entertainment&&Displays
Display’smay
mayvary
vary each
each day.
day
Sample
STATE SWEETENER,
Syrup Maine’s
Making OFFICIAL
Demonstration,
Blacksmith,
Barn Tours,
Ox Cart
Rides,
Ox Demo,
Display
of Maple
Barn Tours,
Blacksmith Working In His Shop,
Antiques,
1900’s
Ice
House
and more.
Cast Iron Cauldrons Boil Sap, Music And More.
PortableRESTROOMS
Restroom
PORTABLE

195 N. Gorham Road, Gorham, Maine 04038
207-892-5061 * Merfarm@aol.com

RESTROOMS • HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE • 247-4319

Andy’s
Andy’s
AGWAY
The friendliest feed store in Maine!
$5 pancake
breakfast

Celebrating Maine Saturday, March 25
Maple Weekend! 8 a.m.-Noon
We carry a variety of feeds for your horses, chickens,
goats and other animals. We also have hay, shavings,
straw, fencing, gates, wild bird food and more!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
andysagway@roadrunner.com • www.andysagway.com

13 Cole Farm Road, Dayton • 282-2998

Join Us

Maine Maple
Sunday
March 26
10am-4pm
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Visit our NEW
Post and Beam Sugarhouse!
MAPLE SYRUP

Do o r
nd
P r ize s a
a
d
“Su n y
”
Spe c ia ls

FREE
S a mple s

Maple Sugar Candies,
Maple Lollipops, Maple Butter,
Maple Fudge, Maple Peanuts & more!

“OUR OWN” Maple Apple Crisp
Fresh Maple Cider Donuts
100 Shaker Hill Road • Alfred • 324-2944

H ILLTOP B OILERS
pure maple

Maine Maple Weekend

TM

March 25-26

We invite you to our sugarhouse for tours,
free maple samples, games, activities, and
both farm and exotic animals to love.
See wildlife, such as an
arctic fox, a wallaby, or
a crested porcupine from
Wildlife Encounters on
March 25. As always, all
activities are FREE.
Come see our cows and guess the weight of the pigs.
Enter the sap lugging contest. Almost a dozen
John Deere tractors are on display for kids to drive.
LIVE MUSIC

Join us on March 25th for
Red Flannel Hash. On Sunday,
March 26th join the Guitar Man
for traditional country music.

HOURS: March 25-26, 9am- 4pm,
April 1 (store & samples only), 9am-3pm.

Our maple store is open throughout the
year with our award-winning maple syrup.
Gallons . . . . . . . . as low as $48 (4-pack)
Quarts . . . . . . as low as $13.25 (12-pack)
793-8850 or 432-1352 • 157 Elm St., Newfield, ME 04056

Order online anytime at www.hilltopboilers.com

Classifieds
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AD DEADLINE:
Tuesdays at 5 p.m.
Published weekly
every Friday.

CALL 247-1033 OR EMAIL ads@waterbororeporter.com
EMPLOYMENT

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

STORE
CLERK

19TH CENTURY
CURRAN HOMESTEAD
VILLAGE at Newfield
(formerly Willowbrook)

Starting Pay $12.50
Please inquire
within the store.

Your ad
HERE!

UPCOMING EVENTS
& C L AS S E S
FAMILY MAPLE SYRUP
EVENT AND IRISH
CELEBRATION

$6/week
ANIMAL FEEDS

Woodsome’s

Feeds & Needs

HORSE & PET SUPPLIES
We deliver • 247-5777
Open: M-F 8-5, Sat. 8-1.
Rte. 202, E. Waterboro

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Construction - all types.
Excavating, Carpentry,
Camps Lifted, Sill Repairs,
Masonry, Foundations,
and Demolition.
TODD ZAGARELLA LTD.
207-793-4111

13 Sokokis Trail (Rt. 5), East Waterboro
(across from Hannaford)

Holding a
fundraiser?
The Reporter can help!

655-6149

We offer a donation match
to your advertising, which
means for each ad you
purchase, you will receive
an additional week FREE.
That’s 2 for the price of 1!

YARD SALES

(1/8 page min. required purchase).

MOVING SALE

Call 247-1033 or email
ads@waterbororeporter.com.

WATER TREATMENT

SAFE WATER & AIR

Water testing.
High quality treatment
systems.
Sales, service, installations.
www.safewaterandair.com

Sat., April 1, 9am-4pm
642 Ross Corner Road,
Waterboro
NO EARLY BIRDS
RAIN OR SHINE

Business card ad as
low as $20 per week

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
BLACKSMITHING CLASS

Learn Coal Fired Forge Welding with Blacksmith Sam Smith. Four nights over two weeks,
two Tuesdays and two Thursday evenings, April
4, 6, 11 & 13, 6-9pm (12 hours). This is a challenging class for the intermediate level student
who has mastered coal fired forge use and is
competent with their hammer work. Students
will learn to forge two pieces of metal together using a Borax flux. A fire poker, eyelet/ grab
hook and a pair of strap hinges are the projects
to be completed. $195.

Sign up now for classes.
Limited spaces available.
Call 205-4849 or 745-4426 for more
information or visit our website at
www.curranhomestead.org.

70 Elm Street, Newfield • Email: thecurranhomestead@gmail.com

Email letters to:
news@waterbororeporter.com

Please include name, town of residency and phone
number (not published). All letters are verified.
The opinions expressed on the Reporter’s OPINION pages are
not necessarily those of the newspaper or its contributors.
Political letters will not be accepted the last issue before an
election, unless in response to a previously published letter.
Letters are edited for grammar and clarity and are published
at the publisher’s discretion and as space allows.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
GRAPHIC DESIGN · ADVERTISING · MARKETING

Junk Cars & Trucks, Scrap Metal
HOURS OF OPERATION:

Three weekends, starting April 8. Sat. & Sun.,
9am-4pm, 36 hours plus 2 hours on a weekday for catch-up and practice. Tuition: $395
for three weekends of projects. In addition to
projects, students will learn to build a coal forge
fire and maintain it. They will understand the
tools necessitated to forge and how to use them
for shaping, cutting, twisting and bending steel.
Students will eventually be introduced to the
concept of forge welding. First pay first serve.
Limited to six students.

BUY LOCAL

WANTED

Scale/Yard: Mon-Fri 8-4, Sat 8-2
Office: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-3
Closed Sundays until April 1st

Sat. & Sun., March 25 & 26, 10am-2pm.
Maple Syrup Boiling Demo. Team of Belgian
draft horses give carriage rides. Irish stew with
grass fed beef from wee Bit Farm in Orland,
Irish soda bread and maple flavored sweets and
savories at Victorian Kitchen. Snickerdoodles
Cafe of Limington will be set up with hot drinks
and pastries for sale. Blacksmithing. Printing
Shop open. Hands-on woodworking activity. Make a coat rack. Egg Hunt for the family
with prizes. Maple Syrup for sale. All included (samples of food, carriage ride and activities---Snickerdoodles stuff extra) in admission,
$10 Adult, $6 child. Come and learn about the
new ownership of the museum that was formerly Willowbrook Museum.

BEGINNING
BLACKSMITHING CLASSES

KLDesign

We buy the following metals:
Copper • Brass • Aluminum Cans • Batteries
• Stainless • Lead • Wire • Aluminum Wheels
(with or without tires) • Large amounts of Metal
• Steel • Appliances • Catalytic Converter

C.I.A.
SALVAGE
Toll Free: 877-456-8608 • 207-793-2022

We’ll beat any reasonable
offer for complete vehicles.

366 Sokokos Trail N. • Route 5, Limerick, ME 04048

& MARKETING

Kerry DeAngelis • North Waterboro, ME
E-mail: kerry@kldesignandmarketing.com

More than 20 years
of experience!

(207) 206-5639

www.kldesignandmarketing.com

DIRFY Generators BUY LOCAL • LIVE LOCAL
Doing It Right For You

Sales • Service • Installation • Inspections • Free Evaluations & Estimates

#1 Dealer for Home Standby Automatic Generators
Where outstanding customer service doesn’t happen by accident.
Dirfygenerators.com • 1-800-287-9473 • dirfygenerators@yahoo.com
Pick up The Independent today to read our weekly articles about generator safety, installation and sizing.

CAFE

Addition discounts
for pre-payment!

KASPRZAK
INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES, INC.
Auto • Home • Life • Business • Health

247-4959

RTE. 5 • NO. WATERBORO, ME 04061
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OBITUARIES
Louise A. Thayer

Louise A. Thayer, 75, of Limerick went home to be with her
Lord on Monday,
March
20, 2017 with
her
loving
family by her
side. She was
born in Randolph, Massachusetts on
Louise A.
June 10, 1941.
Thayer
She was raised
and schooled in the same area.
She met and married the man of
her dreams, A. Gordon Thayer Jr.,
in 1960. She worked as a telephone operator until she started
her greatest legacy as “Awesome
Mother” in 1966 by having twins.
By 1972 she was mother to 5 children under the age of six and another due soon.
Deciding to move out of the
city, Louise chose the house she
would call home in beautiful Limerick, Maine. She often told the
story of how, when she first saw the
house, there was a rainbow hanging over it and that she knew that
God would bless her here. Louise loved and nurtured her family
in her new home and eventually
became mother to 8 children. She
worked hard and sacrificed much
to supply the needs to so many.
She did her duty constantly and
faithfully. Despite the demands
on her, Louise still had more to
give, and many children were welcomed along-side her own as she
cared for the children of others
who needed support.
Louise was a kind and generous servant to others. She was
never assertive or demanding.
She was steady and true in her
devotion to bless others with her
kindness. When her children grew
out of her home, Louise continued
to love on them and bless them in
any way she could.
Louise was very firm in her
faith in God and spent much time
reading her Bible, praying and
pondering. She had great insight
into the nature of God and often
shared her love and confidence
with others and changed many
lives in doing so. Louise enjoyed
50 years of marriage to Gordon
before he passed away in 2010.
After his passing, Louise remained active in her community
leading Bible studies in various
local groups and just being one
of those people that you were always glad to see because she was
kind and loving and good. She will
be very much missed by all who
knew her.

Louise is survived by her 8
children, Barbara, Gregory, Beverly, Geoffrey, Gordon, Sandra,
Jason and Thomas, their husbands
and wives, 22 grandchildren and 3
great grandchildren.
A special thanks to the many
people who helped Louise
throughout her life. For the community in Limerick that adopted
her and her family into their fold,
to the Limerick Fire and Rescue
Department who responded many
times to care for her as her health
declined, to Maine Medical Center, who’s great care added much
time and quality to Louise’s life,
to the friends and neighbors on
Wescott St who always had an eye
out in order to help when needed.
A memorial service will be
held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April
1 at the Limerick Free Baptist
Church. A reception will follow at
the Limerick Fire Department. All
are welcome.

Timothy “Tim” Ray
Waterman

Timothy “Tim” Ray Waterman, age 69, of Buxton, passed
away
on
March
21,
2016, at Maine
Medical Center after a
very brief illness. He was
peaceful and
surrounded by
his loved ones. Timothy “Tim”
He
was Ray Waterman
born in Portland, Maine on September 24, 1947, a son of the late
Richard and Mildred (Morin) Waterman.
After graduating from Bonny Eagle High school in 1967 he
went to work at SD Warren. He
also worked at W.D. Matthews
and Ariel Lifts before entering
the construction field where he
worked for many years as a truck
driver for Dearborn Brothers and
Gorham Sand and Gravel where
he retired when he was 62. He
continued to drive for them on
occasion after retirement as well
and enjoyed moving trucks for
DL Foundations.
To know Tim was to love him.
He was quick witted and always
had a big smile and a funny story
to share. He was a kind, loving
caring, generous man and had a
sense of humor that you had to
know to appreciate. His friends
loved to get him going when he
would make his rounds to check
in. He was always keeping busy
around the yard cleaning check-

ing or polishing something. He
enjoyed the races and was an avid
NASCAR fan and the late Dale
Earnhardt Sr #3 was his favorite.
He loved to have a good time and
met many great friends along the
way. He enjoyed his flock of wild
animals that he took care of daily. But his buddies were his cats
PJ, Oreo, and Kitty. He loved
hunting with his family and could
usually be found in “his chair” on
the old Standish road in November where he shot many deer and
received his big buck patch for his
deer he named “Lucky”. He also
enjoyed fishing, 4 wheeling and
supporting all the local motorcycle runs as well as spending time
watching the cars to go by with
his longtime partner Kathleen
Smart. He enjoyed visits with his
children and grandchildren and
his many friends. One of his favorite things to do was to go for a
scoot on his Harley.
He was a Master Mason of the
Buxton Lodge #115 as well as a
member of the Waterboro Eagles.
He is predeceased by his parents Richard and Mildred Waterman of Buxton.
Tim is survived by his partner
Kathleen Smart of Buxton and her
family; his two children; Daughter Julie (Waterman) Larrivee and
her husband Dana as well as his 5
year old Grandson Trevor; his son
Scott Timothy Waterman of Gorham and his wife Aimee and his
grandson Kaleb Waterman; his
brother Mike Waterman and Wife
Diane and their family of Buxton
as well as many close friends.
Visiting hours will be held on
Sunday, March 26 from 2-4 p.m.
immediately followed by a funeral service at 4 p.m. at the Chad
E. Poitras Cremation and Funeral
Service Chapel, 498 Long Plains
Road (Rt. 22), Buxton. Please
join us after the service for a
celebration of his life at Chaps,
1301 Long Plains Road in Buxton. There will be a burial at the
Highland Cemetery in Groveville
in the spring. Online condolences
can be submitted at www.mainefuneral.com.
In lieu of flowers please consider a donation to the Animal
Refuge League, PO Box 336,
Westbrook, Maine 04098 in his
name as he loved animals. A sincere thank you to his critical care
and ICU team at Maine Medical
Center in his final days.

Sharing Memories...Celebrating Life

Philip William Farley

Philip William Farley, age 91,
of Buxton, passed away on March
21, 2017 at Mercy Hospital in
Portland.
He was born in Portland on
Oct. 13, 1925, a child of the late
William and Margaret (Redlon)
Farley.
After graduating from Westbrook schools, Philip went on to
work for many years at S.D. Warren and retired as a lab technician.
He will always be remembered as a train and locomotive
enthusiast, and for the enjoyment
he had woodworking, fishing,
watching Westerns, gardening,
being with his dog Lady, caring
for his yard, and being with his
family.
He is predeceased by his wifeGloria (Roberts) Farley.
Philip is survived by his sonsDavid Farley Sr. and his wife
Melissa of Buxton and Timothy
Farley and his wife Rebecca of
Windham; and his grandchildrenJessica, David Jr. and his wife Alyssa, Devin, Abigail, Samantha,
and Nassar.
A graveside service will be
held on Wednesday, May 17 at 2
p.m. at South Buxton Cemetery,
where he will be laid to rest next
to his wife Gloria.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Chad E. Poitras Cremation and Funeral Service, Buxton.
Online condolence messages can
be submitted at the funeral home’s
website, www.mainefuneral.com.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions can be made to the
American Diabetes Association,
45 Forest Ave., Portland, Maine
04101.

Obituaries are a
FREE service
in the Reporter.
TO SUBMIT AN
OBITUARY AND
PHOTO PLEASE
EMAIL TO:

news@waterboro
reporter.com

Gene Ira Auprey

Gene Ira Auprey, age 66, of
Buxton, passed away on March
18, 2017, with
family at his
side.
He
was
born in Concord,
NH
on Sept. 30,
1950, a son of
the late Ira and
Gene Ira
Myrtle (TilAuprey
ton) Auprey
and graduated from schools in
Woodsville, NH.
Throughout his life, Gene has
been involved with the construction trade. For many years he
worked for Angelini Plastering in
MA and later owned and operated
Auprey and Sons Construction in
Buxton.
He will always be remembered
as a family man and the enjoyment
he had hunting, fishing, trapping,
writing and publishing poetry. He
became the poet laureate for Hospice of Southern Maine.
He was many things to many
people- a father, husband, friend,
mentor, confidant, poet, and
“Dad.”
He is predeceased by a sonJean St. Amand; his parents; and
his brother- Ernest Auprey.
Gene is survived by his children- Michael St. Amand of CA,
Ira Auprey and fiancé Angela
Rowe of Buxton, Sarah Merrill
and her husband Greg of Buxton;
Jennifer Auprey and her significant other Benjamin of Buxton,
Aaron Auprey and his wife Emma
of Buxton, Benjamin Auprey of
Buxton, and Jacques; stepchildren
Matthew and Jeremy Nicholson;
sisters Sandi Fisher of Buxton,
Myrtle Cate of Manchester, NH,
Dottie Gifford of Concord, NH,
and Linda Leimberger of Nashua,
NH; former spouse Linda Leitz;
many grandchildren; and several
great grandchildren.
A memorial remembrance will
be held at a later date.
Gene’s family would like to
give a special thank you to his
Hospice of Southern Maine team.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Chad E. Poitras Cremation and Funeral Service, Buxton.
Online condolence messages can
be submitted at www.mainefuneral.com

“Mom LOVED playing slot machines.
That was her enjoyment and relaxation. Our family
all smiled as everyone left a chip by her picture.”

It is not about the final journey, or the right music or even
a favorite poem. It is about helping you create a fitting tribute.
So that we make sure we understand exactly what you want,
and provide you with everything you need to help say goodbye,
please schedule an appointment with us today.

AUTUMN GREEN Dennett, Craig & Pate
Funeral Home
• Our home provides a warm and unhurried atmosphere.
• We help you create unique and memorable services.
• Your loved one will be cared for with the utmost respect.

47 Oak Street, Alfred, ME • (207) 459-7110

www.autumngreenfuneralhome.com

Funeral Home and

Here for you
since 1882

Cremation Services

BUXTON • Portland Rd. & Rte. 202 • 929-8200
SACO • 365 Main Street • 282-0562 www.dcpate.com
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DRAMA CLUB
(Continued from page 1)
seems to be the only one who has
noticed. The play is about the science of life and loss and the relationships between fathers and
sons. Director Rick Osann said,
“The students did a great job telling the story, and it’s a beautiful
story.”
About 75 schools performed
in the Regional competitions
March 10-11 in 9 locations across
the state. Each hosting school is
not only responsible for performing their play, but for providing
space, activities, and food for the
over 250 students, directors and
judges that come to their location
for the festival. “The Maine Drama Council makes an effort every
year to change the grouping (of
schools at each location), so that
different schools are competing
against each other every year,”
reported Bonny Eagle Drama Director, Rick Osann.
The Maine Drama Festival is
held every year in March to promote interest in Theater and Drama. Each school is allowed 1 hour
tech time, to “spike” the stage and
do light and sound checks before
they perform. Once they perform,
they have a short Oral Critique
with the Judges.
Osann reported that this year,
3 of the schools performed student written plays, Freeport, Baxter and Casco Bay. “I was thrilled
to get student work on stage,” said
Osann. “It was just spectacular.”
“Food is the biggest issue,”
said Osann. “I had about 15 parents who stepped up to support us,
organizing concessions, preparing
food to sell, setting up a registration table and cleaning up when it
was all over.” Senior Riley Staples organized student volunteers
who decorated the main hallway,
and individual classrooms were
decorated to fit the specific colors
for each visiting school. Staples’
mother made individual banners
for each school, showcasing the
name of the play and including
each school’s colors. Every school
got to take theirs home at the end
of the competition. Staples also

The Bonny Eagle Drama Club .
appointed 3 Bonny Eagle students
to each visiting school. All Bonny Eagle cast members helped to
host a school. Senior Emily Eberhart, who played Lily Forrestal,
hosted Casco Bay. “We left welcome messages on the board and
let them know that they could find
their hosts anytime they needed
anything,” she reported. “I saw
some of our kids sitting with other schools during lunch or performances. Everyone seemed to
enjoy themselves and get along.”
Bonny Eagle won several
awards at the Regional Competition, including a Judges’ Commendation for Ensemble Cast.
“Working with the cast and
crew was (and still is) an incredible experience that I won’t forget for a long time,” said Davis.
“I’m really impressed with the
entire cast,” he added, “everyone
knocked it out of the park, and
I feel that we fully deserved the
Judges’ Commendation Award for
“Ensemble Cast.”
In addition to the “Ensemble
Cast” award, Dara Khin from
Bonny Eagle won an All Festival
Cast award for his performance
as biology teacher Khim Phan.
“He plays such a convincing middle-aged teacher, and really puts a
lot of people into the play with his
performance,” said Davis. March

The Massabesic Drama Club. 						
Steiger also won an All Festival
Cast award for the role of Max
Forrestal.
The awards didn’t stop there.
Bonny Eagle also received a
Judges’ Commendation Award for
“Outstanding Technical Design
and Execution.” Davis added,
“The crew also had a huge role
in the play.” Skylar Carson was
in charge of the projections used,
which “were a whole other character on their own,” according to
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Davis. “She did a beautiful job.”
And the final Judges’ Commendation Award was for “Live
Music.” Amelia Hanley performed with her violin backstage,
which added “a whole other element to the play.”
Massabesic Drama Club also
performed in the Regional Competition, and though they are not
moving on to the State Competition, they won their fair share of
awards at Regionals
They performed The Storm by
Donald Payton, the story of Jeff
and Mary Mulkey, a young couple living in a cabin in the woods
in 1948. Jeff had been in a terrible car accident during a snow
storm, where he killed a woman
and her daughter. During the
play, a blizzard comes and he is
haunted by the experience.
“This is the closest cast and
crew I have worked with, and
probably the best show of my career,” said Massabesic’s Director
Catherine Leavitt. Senior Noah
Fogerty, President of the Massabesic Theatre Program, agreed.
“The cast and crew felt most like
family. We play off each other well, and always know how
to help each other out.” Fogerty
won an All Festival Cast award
for Massabesic for his role as The
Hunter in The Storm. “It’s a wonderful way to end my run in High
School Theatre,” he said.
In addition to the All Festival
Cast award, Massabesic received
a Judges’ Commendation Award
for “Scenic Design and Construction.” According to Leavitt, this is
the largest set they have brought
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in years. Her fall Theatre Arts
class began to work on the set design and the Drama Club students
personalized and finished it when
they started rehearsing the show
in January. “They were able to
put it (the set) up in 2 ½ minutes
– You are allowed five minutes,”
she said proudly.
Leavitt added that one of the
biggest things that hurts her program is the aging light system at
MHS. “Scores at festival are always low on lights because I can’t
teach students on a more sophisticated system.” Leavitt hopes to
apply for a grant to purchase a
new lighting system.
“The most rewarding part of
the festival is the connections I
make with other students from
around Maine,” Fogerty said.
“The Festival gives me an opportunity to meet other like-minded students. We all understand
what’s at stake and we all want
each other to do well because every person has poured themselves
into what they perform and put it
out for everyone to see and judge.
That’s what makes theatre in general a community, a large family,
because we all come to love each
other. We understand each other
better than any outsider looking
in.”
“The overall experience was
amazing – I’ve never had so much
fun at a Regional Festival before,”
said Eberhart. “The atmosphere
was positive, we were all rooting
for each other to do our best, and
I’m so glad we made everything
appear smooth.”

