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By Mike DeAngelis

A dominant Massabesic wres-
tling team sent six wrestlers to 
the podium, lifting them past host 
Mt. Blue to capture first place at 
the annual State of Maine Girls’ 
Wrestling Championships held 
Tuesday, Feb. 18. 

Lady Mustang wrestlers bring home State Championship
The lady Mustangs distributed 

the wealth evenly with two gold, 
two silver and two bronze medal-
ists that brought the gang in green 
a whopping 127.5 points. Mt. Blue 
was next with 107 and Belfast had 
83.5. Defending champion Noble 
was fourth with 74. More than 35 
high schools participated. 

Juniors Nevaeh Grunhuvd 
(132) and Sophie Grunhuvd (138) 
each took home the top prize. Na-
vaeh, wrestling as the #1 seed, 
pinned Madilyn Meadows from 
Noble to open her state title run. 
Delia Saft (#4) from Lincoln man-
aged to score off Grunhuvd, but 
ultimately fell via fall, 7-3, a little 

over two minutes into the bout. 
Nevaeh Grunhuvd closed out the 
tourney with a 13-2 win at 3:01 
over Kylie Biter from Oxford 
Hills. Sophie Grunhuvd, also the 
#1 seed, got started with her cham-
pionship run with a first period win 
over Kayla Wilson of Calais. She 

State Champs!State Champs!

The Massabesic girls’ wrestling team claimed the 2025 State Championship in Farmington on Feb. 18, and will compete at the 
New Englands on March 8 and 9 in Providence, Rhode Island. PHOTO BY JASON GENDRON PHOTOGRAPHY

Valentine’s Bandit strikes in Waterboro
By Joanne Bargioni

Customers at the Partners 
Bank in Waterboro were treated 
to a pleasant surprise when they 
went to complete their banking 
business on Valentine’s Day, Feb.  
14. In the front window, taped to 
the glass was a Happy Valentine’s 
poster complete with a red heart 
from “Kevin.” 

The employees of the bank 
did not know who put the poster 
out there. When asked who Kevin 
was one of the tellers said “I don’t 
know who Kevin is”  but custom-
ers chimed in to say it could be 
the work of the  Valentine’s bandit 
and they were delighted to see it 
there.  

Bank Manager, Bill Wood, 
stated that several customers 
throughout the day commented on 
the poster and said “It was very 
nice to keep up the tradition of 
community and love and the staff 
as well as customers loved it.”

He had no idea why Partners 
Bank  was chosen to have the Val-

Commissioner 
urges USDA to 
expedite release 
of critical farm 
funding

Maine Department of Agricul-
ture, Conservation and Forestry 
(DACF) Commissioner Amanda 
Beal has requested of newly ap-
pointed U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke Rollins that federal 
funds currently withheld be swift-
ly released, as delays are causing 
economic hardship for Maine 
farmers and agricultural service 
providers.

In a letter to Secretary Rollins, 
Commissioner Beal emphasized 
the urgent need to honor existing 
contracts and grant reimburse-
ments that farmers, non-profits, 
and other agricultural entities have 
been relying upon. Beal noted that 
the continued delay of these funds 

From the Maine 
Dept. of Agriculture, 

Conservation 
& Forestry:

Sen. King Scorns 
‘thoughtful’ cuts 
at VA, impacting 
veterans’ benefits

 
Senator questions nominee and 
warns of dangers in AI decision 
making for veteran claims

 
WASHINGTON, D.C.— On 

Feb. 19, U.S. Senator Angus King 
(I-ME) scorned the recent firing 
of one thousands employees at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) across throughout the coun-
try as having a detrimental impact 
on veterans and their ability to 
access their earned benefits. In a 
hearing of the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee (SVAC), King 
also questioned the Honorable 
Paul Lawrence Ph.D., nominee to 
be Deputy Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, on his support for these 
cuts and how he will work within 
the department to ensure that vet-
erans are not victims of the VA’s 
quest to “reduce inefficiencies” – 
and rely solely on new technology 

entine’s poster and he didn’t know 
if other businesses in the area had 
one placed on their window but 
he said “It was really nice that the 
community thought of Partners 
Bank” and he “enjoyed participat-
ing and  sharing the love that this 
represents.”

Unfortunately due to the wind 
gusts after the storm on Satur-
day, the poster blew away but the 
warmth and good feelings repre-
sented by the heart poster still re-
main.

However the bandit struck 
again and placed a Valentine’s 
poster on the window of the As-
sociated Eye Care office adjacent 
to Partners Bank. Shirley Bigelow 
of Associated Eye Care stated that 
“all the staff thought the heart was 
very artistic and well done and 
very excited to receive the Val-
entine.”  But they all wanted to 
know who “Kevin” was and spec-
ulation grew in the office about 
the identity of Kevin. Bigelow 
said “ the Valentine poster is still 

Mysterious valentines  were 
hanging outside of Partners 

Bank and Associated Eye Care 
on Feb. 14, presumedly inspired 
by Portland’s Valentine’s Bandit. PHOTOS BY JOANNE BARGIONI
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CALENDAR
  CommunityCOMING EVENTS

The Alfred-Waterboro-Ly-
man Republican Committees 
will be having a SPECIAL 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY CEL-
EBRATION for their month-
ly meeting on Feb. 20, at the 
Alfred Town Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
Doors will open at 6:15 p.m. 
Republicans, join us for cake 
and a presidential trivia game. 
The winner of the game will 
win a presidential coin. There 
will also be a short presentation 
on Article II of the Constitution 
besides the other regular busi-
ness of our committees.

PAINT PARTY Shapleigh 
PTC is having a fundraising 
Paint Party on Feb. 22 from 5 to 
7 p.m. at Shapleigh Memorial 
School, 467 Shapleigh Corner 
Road. The cost is $35 each but 

69 North Avenue in Sanford 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Serving 
beans, cole slaw, chop suey, 
ham, hot dogs, bread, dessert 
and beverages. Proceeds to 
benefit the school. Cost is $10 
per person or $6 for children 
under 12. FMI contact Ray at 
651-6636.

MONTHLY BINGO 
NIGHT at the Newfield Town 
Hall on Friday, March 1, pre-
sented by the Newfield Recre-
ation Department. The Town 
Hall is located at 23 South Eff-
ingham Road. Doors open at 
5 p.m. The games will start at 
6 p.m. All are welcome. Bring 
a baked good to be served by 
donation. All funds will go to 
the Rec. department. Bingo 
cards will be $1 each and you 
can purchase as many as you 
want. The funds from the cards 
will be used to purchase next 
month’s prizes. The more cards 
sold the bigger the prize.

THE FIRST 40 DAYS:A 
VIBRANT CONVERSA-
TION WITH SHENNA BEL-
LOWS AND BILL NEMITZ  
President Donald Trump has 
approved dozens of new pol-
icies, executive orders, de-
crees, and funding reductions 
for many domestic and inter-
national programs. Maine’s 
Secretary of State, Shenna 
Bellows, and award-winning 
Maine journalist, Bill Nemitz, 
will address many of these is-
sues at a public forum on Sun-
day, March 2 at 2 p.m. at the 
Buxton Center Elementary 
School, 912 Long Plains Road, 
Buxton. All are welcome. Do-
nations gratefully accepted. 
Sponsored by the Hollis Bux-
ton Democratic Committee

$10 of the fee goes to Shapleigh 
Memorial Parent Teacher Com-
mittee. Contact Randy Pinette at 
502-9507 for more information. 
All ages are welcome. To sign 
up go to square.link/u/9gAim-
Vjg.

JOIN THE “BUY NOTH-
ING NEW 2025 CHAL-
LENGE” GROUP, Wednes-
day, Feb. 26, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at 
the Hollis Center Library, Hol-
lis. The theme of this meeting 

is “Overcoming Temptations”. 
What is your reason for want-
ing to spend less or wanting to 
be more creative with what you 
already own? Call 929-6817 for 
more information.

ACTON CHILI AND 
CHOWDER CROCKFEST 
Saturday, March 1 from 5 to 8 
p.m. If you have a spectacular 
recipe for chili or chowder the 
Acton Public Library invites 
you to join them for their an-

nual cook-off challenge. Reg-
istration forms can be found at 
www.acton.lib.me.us. If you’d 
like to eat and vote on the chili 
and chowder from 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. the cost is $10 per person 
or $40 per immediate family. 
The event will be held at Barn 
Lights, 189 Hooper Road in 
Acton. FMI call 636-2781.

HADDOCK SUPPER 
BUFFET Saturday, Feb. 22,  at 
5 p.m. at Living Waters Church, 
Parker Farm Road, Bux-
ton.  Suggested donation:  $10 
Adult,  $5 Child,  $20  Family. 
Offering takeout for those not 
wanting to come inside for seat-
ing.

JOIN THE “BUY NOTH-
ING NEW 2025” CHAL-
LENGE, Wednesday, Feb. 26, 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., at the 
Hollis Center Library, Hollis. 
The theme for the coming meet-
ing is “When you really, really 
need something.” Pretend you 
lost your snow shovel or your 
winter boots. Must you rush to 
L.L. Beans or Walmart? Could 
you “make do” somehow? Can 
you master yourself and think 
creatively and find substitutes. 
Call 929-6817 for more infor-
mation.

PUBLIC BEAN SUPPER 
on Saturday, March 1 at St. 
Thomas School cafeteria on 

(207) 283-5729

Contact me with any 
state related questions.  

207-637-3346 • WWW.DIRFYHEATPUMPS.COM
sales@dirfyheatpumps.com • service@dirfyheatpumps.com
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Financing 
with payments 

as low as 
$69/month!

Dirfy Heat Pumps
A LEADER IN SALES, INSTALLATIONS & SERVICEA LEADER IN SALES, INSTALLATIONS & SERVICE

FREE no-obligation assessments & personalized evaulations!

12 YEAR 
WARRANTY

$$400400
 OFF! OFF!

HEAT PUMP 
SPECIALTHROUGH 
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www.StultzBuilding.com

P O L E   B A R N S
TRADITIONAL MAINE LOOK

ECONOMICAL STORAGE              207.432.8881

LIMERICK WOMEN’S 
CLUB MEETING The Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s 
Clubs (GFWC) of Limerick 
will be hosting its March meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 4 at 7 
p.m. at the Free Baptist Church, 
2 School St., Limerick.   This 
month’s presentation will be 
on the Hannah P Hayes Trust.  
New members to the Women’s 
Club are always welcome.

PUBLIC HADDOCK 
DINNERS Fridays from 
March 7 through April 11 (4:30 
to 6:30 p.m.) at the St. Thom-
as School Cafeteria, 69 North 
Avenue in Sanford. Price is 
$15 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren under 12. Bring canned 
goods or other nonperishable 
items for chance at 50/50 raf-
fle. Sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus, FMI call Ray at 
651-6636.

FREE COMMUNITY 
DINNER at the Goodwins 
Mills Advent Christian Church, 
503 Goodwins Mills, Route 35 
Dayton, March 8 from 4:30-
6 p.m. Menu is corned beef, 
ham, mashed potatoes, carrots 
and cabbage, rolls,  brownies 
and beverages. All are wel-
come!

BEAN SUPPER March 8 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the 
Buxton Centre Baptist Church, 
Long Plains Road, Route 22   
Buxton. Homemade kidney 
and pea beans, American chop 
suey, hot dogs, coleslaw, rolls   
and desserts. $10 per person. 
Takeout orders are also avail-
able if you call the church 
ahead   at 929-3011 and leave 
a message with your name and 
phone number and your order.

MAKE-IT AND TAKE-IT  
SHAMROCK CRAFT Join 
Miss Shiela in the Children’s 
Room at Springvale Public 
Library, 443 Main Street on 
March 12 from 2 to 5 p.m. All 
materials provided. This event 
is suitable for ages 5-12 years. 

For more details, you may call 
the Springvale Public Library 
at 324-4624.

SANFORD GARDEN 
FAIR The Sanford Beautifi-
cation Committee is hosting 
its first annual Sanford Garden 
Fair with workshops, plants, 
and garden products. The Fair 
will be held on March 29 from 
10 AM to 6 PM at the Sanford 
Memorial Gym, 678 Main St. 
Admission is five dollars, and 
children  12 and under are free.

ONGOING EVENTS
MONTHLY COF-

FEE HOUR FOR OLDER 
ADULTS with Massabesic 
Adult and Community Educa-
tion. Every third Tuesday of the 
month, 1 to 2 p.m. at Massabe-
sic Lions Club, 813 Main Street, 
Waterboro. 

FOOD DRIVE Members 
of the Bar Mills Community 
Church are holding a food drive 
for the month of February to 
benefit the Buxton Community 
Cupboard, collecting non-per-
ishable food items. The items 
can be dropped off at the Bar 
Mills Community Church on 13 
Hermit Thrush Drive in Buxton 
across from the town hall. There 
will be a box in front of the 
church to put the items in.

WATERBORO COMMU-
NITY PANTRY 26 Townhouse 
Road, East Waterboro. Open the 
first Tuesday of month from 4 to 
7 p.m. all other Tuesdays from 
1 to 4 p.m. Donations can be 
dropped Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m. or 
put non perishable in drop box 
on the porch. FMI 247-7789.

THE CORNER CUP-
BOARD which offers personal 
care, paper, cleaning, house-
hold, and baby items to anyone 
in need, is open the 3rd Saturday 
of each month at the Sanford UU 
Church, 5 Lebanon St., Sanford, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Please 
bring your own bag.   

REPORTER

KASPRZAK
INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Health

RTE. 5 • NO. WATERBORO, ME 04061

247-4959

 SHAPLEIGH RESIDENTS
 VOTE MARCH 7TH

Gloria M. Pillsbury
    SELECTBOARD 1-YEAR TERM

• Conservative, not a reckless spender
• Listens to all concerns fairly
• Dependable and trustworthy leadership
• Attended board meetings for the past 2 years
• Member Shapleigh Community Building Committee
• Former member Shapleigh Planning Board, 15+ years
• Current Director Acton Fair
• Ten generations Shapleigh family
Organized, Efficient, Bounces with Energy!

        THIS POLITICAL AD IS PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY THE CANDIDATE

BEAN SUPPER Massabe-
sic Lions monthly dine-in or 
take-out the 2nd Saturday of the 
month, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Lions Regional Medical Center, 
813 Main St. Waterboro. Adults 
$10. Children 5 to 12 are $7, kids 
4 and under are free. Kidney and 
Pea Beans, Chop Suey, Ham, 
Hot Dogs, Coleslaw, “Our home-
made” biscuits and a variety of 
desserts.  

The Acton-Shapleigh Lion’s  
Club MONTHLY PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST the first Satur-
day of every month. $7 includes 
pancakes (plain or blueberry), 
scrambled eggs, sausages, toast, 
orange juice, beans, and coffee, 
tea, and milk. The breakfast will 
be served from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
at the Acton Town Hall, 35 H 
Road. 

TODDLER STORY TIME 
at Kezar Falls Circulating Li-
brary, 2 Federal Road, Kezar 
Falls, Wednesdays at 11 a.m. 
What to expect: A story with a 
short activity and a bit of music 
time. Geared toward ages 1-3 
but all ages and abilities wel-
come. Open Tue. 2:30-7 p.m., 
Wed. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Thu. 2:30-
5 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

ADULT COED VOLLEY-
BALL every Wednesday night 
at the Line School in Limerick 
from 7 p.m.-9 p.m.  Questions? 
contact Dan McAllister at 247-
8857.

NEWFIELD MUSIC JAM-
BOREE Town Hall, So. Effing-
ham Road, 1st Saturday of the  
month Nov-April. Winter hours 
are 1 to 3:30 p.m. Free, open to 
public. FMI call 468-1491.

CRIBBAGE CLUB 
Wednesdays, from 6-7:30pm at 
the Lyman Community Library. 
All ages, all skill levels. FMI: 
207-499-7114.

could have significant economic 
consequences for Maine’s agri-
cultural sector, which operates 
on tight margins and depends on 
timely financial support to sustain 
operations.

“As you prioritize your work 
in the coming days, I write to em-
phasize the importance of honor-
ing contracts and reimbursement 
grant funds already encumbered 
for farms and our agricultural sec-
tor,” Commissioner Beal stated in 
her letter. “In many cases, funds 
already spent exceed the ability 
of operators to absorb costs if not 
reimbursed. It doesn’t take long 
for an unpaid bill to have drastic 
economic impacts on businesses, 
especially farms, which often op-
erate under very tight margins.”

Beal highlighted a recent re-
port from the Portland Press Her-
ald detailing the financial uncer-
tainty Maine farmers face due to 
the withholding of federal funds. 
She also pointed to specific delays 
in payments through the USDA’s 
Resilient Food System Initiative, 
citing $105,000 in unpaid invoic-
es submitted on February 4 that 
have yet to be processed.

“These requests represent 
expenses Maine farmers have 

already incurred believing they 
would be reimbursed because 
they have a binding contract with 
the USDA through the State of 
Maine,” Beal explained. “With-
holding these funds is causing 
harm to farmers.”

Beyond individual farm op-
erators, Beal expressed concerns 
about tens of millions of dollars 
being withheld from non-profits 
and service providers that play es-
sential roles in supporting Maine’s 
agricultural economy. She urged 
the USDA to expedite the review 
and release of committed funds to 
prevent further disruptions in the 
sector.

“As someone who is also 
passionate about agriculture and 
cares very much for every farm 
in our state, I ask that you expe-
dite the review of funds that are 
already committed to farmers and 
the entities that support them and 
uphold the obligations as outlined 
in those contracts,” Beal conclud-
ed.

Commissioner Beal’s ap-
peal underscores the critical role 
of federal funding in sustaining 
Maine’s agricultural economy. 
The DACF will continue working 
with farmers, service providers, 
and federal partners to advocate 
for the timely release of necessary 
financial resources.

FARM FUNDING
(Continued from page 1)

SANFORD TOPS The San-
ford Chapter 0113 meets every 
Wednesday night at 5:45pm at 
the New Beginnings Church 
(bottom floor), 181 Grammar 
Road, Sanford. For more info 
call Linda Rose at 206-6234.

BUXTON TOPS The 
Buxton Chapter (0175) of the 
non-profit group Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) Sup-
port Group meets every Thurs-
day morning at 8:45am for 
weigh-in and meeting at Buxton 
Center Baptist Church (back 
door entrance), 938 Long Plains 

Rd., Buxton.  FMI call Christy 
at 329-1020.

TOPS SANFORD 0207 at 
the Willard School 668 Main St. 
Weigh in from 9-9:45 a.m. on 
Fridays with the meeting to fol-
low. For more info call Valerie 
Fecteau at 324-4808 or Judie 
Berry at 247-5211.

LIMERICK TOPS   The 
Limerick Chapter 208 meets 
every Thursday at 4 p.m. at St 
Matthew Catholic Church at 19 
Dora Lane (off Route 11) Lim-
erick. Call Kathy Harriman at 
727-3729 with questions.
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SPORTSSPORTS

READ ONLINE @ 
www.waterbororeporter.com

• Spring Cleanups 
• Granite Steps & Posts
• Paver Brick Walkways, 

Patios & Driveways
• Retaining Walls

• Drainage System Install
• Plantings

• Tree Pruning & Removal
LICENSED ARBORIST
Licensed for shoreline projects!

Chamber Welcomes Great East Alpacas & Llamas
     The Sanford/Springvale Chamber paid a visit to Great East Alpaca to cut the ribbon as new  

chamber members recently. Pam and David Hall raise Alpaca’s and Llama’s in Acton, run a farm store 
with clothing products such as hats, gloves, socks and much more made from Alpaca wool, and also 

offer farm visits to see their wonderful animals. They are located at 699 Foxes Ridge Road Acton  
and open Tuesday through Sunday 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Attending the ribbon cutting ceremony  

are, from left, Rick Stanley (Chamber President), Caren Martineau (Chamber Ambassador),  
Stephanie Wilkins (Altrusa International of Sanford Springvale), Owners  Pam & David Hall,  
Sean Dumont (Edward Jones Investments), and Kelly Goodwin (Lighthouse Credit Union). 

COURTESY PHOTO

BUSINESS NEWS

545 Main St., Waterboro
(207) 247-6328

316 US Route One - Unit B, York
(207) 703-0415

Call Mary 
Ross at 

247-6328

WE ARE OPEN WE ARE OPEN 
BY APPOINTMENT 

for all of your hearing needs!

TOWN OF SHAPLEIGH
ABSENTEE BALLOTS

 
Absentee Ballots for the March 7, 

2025 Municipal Election are 
available in the Town Clerk’s office.

Requests for a mailed ballot can be made by 
telephone or ballots may also be picked up at the 
Clerk’s office by the voter or immediate family 

member. Deadline to request an absentee ballot is
 Thursday, February 27, 2025

UNLESS SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST

THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN 
FRIDAY, MARCH 7TH

 8:00AM – 8:00PM

 
TOWN OF SHAPLEIGH

Public Hearing Notice
The Select Board will hold a public hearing 

February 25, 2025 at 5:00pm to hear 
comment and answer questions on the final 

wording of the following two proposed ordinances 
to be voted on at the Annual Town Meeting:

• Recall of Elected Officials Ordinance 
• Consumer Fireworks Ordinance TOWN OF LYMAN PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
11 SOUTH WATERBORO ROAD, LYMAN MAINE 04002

207-247-0648 www.lyman-me.gov

The PLANNING BOARD will hold a PUBLIC HEARING 
on Wednesday, March 5, 2025, at 5:30 PM 

at Lyman Town Hall, 11 South Waterboro Road.
This Public Hearing is to allow public comment regarding 

the application of Eric Harper for a proposed 9-lot 
subdivision on Old Kennebunk Road on Tax Map 3 
Lot 87-3 and a portion of Lot 87-2. Copies of the 

application and plans can be viewed on the town website 
or in the Code Office during regular business hours.

Kelly J. Demers, Chairman

VOTE: FRIDAY, MARCH 7th

SHAPLEIGH SELECTMAN
-  E X P E R I E N C E D  -

9 Yrs. Budget Committee & 9 Yrs. Selectman

B
I
L
LMAGEARY

TOWN OF LYMAN 
11 SOUTH WATERBORO ROAD, LYMAN, ME 04002

207-247-0648 www.lyman-me.gov

NOMINATION PAPERS for the June 10, 2025 
Municipal Election will be available 

starting March 3, 2025 for the following positions: 

1 Select Board/ Overseer of the Poor, 3-year term
2 Budget Committee member, 3-year term

1 RSU #57 School Board of Directors, 3-year term

Papers are available at the Town Clerk’s Office 
during regular office hours. Nomination papers are 

due by 4:00pm April 10, 2025.

For more information, contact the Clerk’s office at 
207-247-0650 or Townclerk@tyman-me.gov

WRESTLING

Massabesic’s Evan Boulard is Class A State Champion 
(see related story on Page 5). COURTESY IMAGE.

up in their office and hanging by 
the front desk.” 

Every Valentine’s Day, accord-
ing to Wikipedia, since 1979 the 
people of Portland awoke to red 
Valentines stuck to storefront win-
dows or heart banners on parking 
garages, churches, etc. These Val-
entine’s wishes were left by an 
unknown person until his death in 
April 2023 when the bandit was 
revealed to be 67-year-old Kevin 
Fahrman of Falmouth.

In 2023 Fahrman’s family be-
gan the Kevin Fahrman Founda-
tion and encouraged people to “ 
become a Kevin” by carrying on 
the tradition started by Fahrman 
each Valentine’s Day. People can 
visit the website www.beakevin.
com to download and print pa-
per hearts to hang up to keep his 
memory alive.

VALENTINES
(Continued from page 1)

Send your
news to:

news@waterboro
reporter.com
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SPORTSSPORTS– By Mike DeAngelis
Sports Editor

20 YEAR
CPP REWARD

PROGRAM
Available through the 

end of February!

Protect your generator until 2045 
with our CPP reward program. 
NO ANNUAL FEES. LIMITED ENROLLMENT.
Call now to see if your generator qualifies!

Dirfy Generators

Dirfygenerators.com • 207-637-3346 • dirfygenerators@yahoo.com

Is your generator Is your generator 
out of warranty? out of warranty? 

A name you know and can trustA name you know and can trust

EMAIL dirfycpp@gmail.com AND GET 
AN AUTOREPLY WITH ALL THE INFO!

Champion’s 8.5-kW Home Standby 
Generator provides 24/7 power for 
your home and peace of mind for 
you. This fully automatic unit is the 
quietest-in-class and never needs 
refueling. Designed to operate in 
sub-zero temperatures, this unit 
has a 10-year limited warranty.

WRESTLING

Mustangs third 
at States
Boulard State Champ

Evan Boulard won his second 
consecutive Class A State Cham-
pionship, and Massabesic got 
podium trips from four addition-
al wrestlers to help lift them to a 
third-place finish at the annual 
Class A State Wrestling Champi-
onships held Saturday, Feb. 15 in 
Lewiston. 

Noble finished first with 181 
points with Marshwood a distant 
second at 107. Massabesic had 
105.5, Camden Hills was next at 
92.5 and Sanford tied Mt. Blue 
for fifth with 85. Bonny Eagle fin-
ished 10th with 51 points. 

Sophomore Boulard, wres-
tling as the #1 seed in the 132 lb. 
weight division, began his title de-
fense with a pin over Matty Smith 
from Brunswick. Next, Boulard 
had a semi-finals rematch with 
Marshwood’s Rogan Boisvert, 
who he beat 19-3 at Regionals the 
week before. Same foes. Similar 
result with Boulard winning 17-2 
this time and the Mustang closed 
things out with 7-0 decision over 
Chase Frost from Bonny Eagle. 
Frost was fourth the week prior at 
Regionals. Massabesic’s Reming-
ton Grunhuvd was runner-up in 
the 106 lb. division as was Patrick 
Jones who wrestled at 126. Nich-
olas Chenard (138) and Alex Har-

Noble had two gold medalists: 
Hanna Perro at 100 lbs. and Del-
aney Frost at 120 lbs. Perro was 
also named Outstanding Wrestler 
for the tournament.

Noble and Mt. Blue, like 
Massabesic, each had two gold 
medalists. No school had more 
than three medalists except the 
Mustangs who had six. The Grun-
huvd’s join Abby Glidden (2022) 
as individual female state champi-
on Mustangs.

riman (144) both finished fourth. 
The Scots had a pair of third place 
finishes from Zack Nelson (138) 
and Magnus Doucette (215). Bou-
lard is 59-2 in the 2024-2025 cam-
paign with both losses coming out 
of state. He managed to avenge 
one of the losses soon after. Bou-
lard, a sophomore, has Class A 
State Championships in each of 
his first two high school seasons.

Spartans fifth
Sanford’s Canton Hill was 

runner-up wresting at 215 and 
the Spartans sent four more ath-
letes to the podium to help propel 
them to a fifth-place finish at the 
Class A State Championships. Se-
nior James Chaplick, a classmate 
and co-captain along with Hill, 
brought home a silver competing 
at 144 and the Spartans had three 
fourth-place winners in Ricky 
Callis (175), Isaiah Phillips (126) 
and Alden Treadwell (285).

INDOOR TRACK
Dunne wins 800 
at Class A States

Harrison Dunne, a senior at 
Bonny Eagle High School, won 
the 800-meter run at the annual 
Class A State Track Champion-
ships held Presidents Day, Feb. 17 
at USM. The win helped lift the 
Scots to a seventh-place finish in 
the team competition, which was 
won by Scarborough. Lewiston 

Noble’s Hanna Perro was named 
the Outstanding Wrestler of the 
2025 Girls State Championship 
and is also the State Champion 

in the 100 lb. division.
COURTESY PHOTO

Sanford’s Canton Hill got his 
150th career win at the  
Regionals on Feb. 8.

PHOTO BY JASON GENDRON

was second and Marshwood was 
third. Dunne, who was fourth 
last week at Regionals, posted a 
2:00.24, just edging Falmouth’s 
Christopher Jaynes’ 2:00.89. 
Jaynes was also runner-up the 
week prior. Baxter Merriam from 
Scarborough was third at both 
events. Dunne chipped in as a 
member of the 4X800 relay unit 
that came in third. Peyton Lee 
brought the Scots a silver in the 
400. Drew Gervais was fourth in 
the 200 and the sophomore was 
the youngest of the eight athletes 
(25 runners qualified for prelims) 
to run in the 55-meter dash. He 
was seventh, but just .30 from first 
in a tight field.

quickly (:53) dispatched Amaya 
Smith from Oliver Ames High 
and Sophie Grunhuvd finished off 
her title win by topping Erskine’s 
Maxine Spencer at 3:12. Savan-
nah Thyng (120) and Olivia Go-
odrich (152) both brought home 
second-place hardware and Mass-
abesic’s Aesa Brock (145) and 
Sydney Cyr (165) each finished 
third. 

All six of the lady Mustangs 
will compete at the New England 
Championships on March 8 & 9 in 
Providence, Rhode Island.

GIRLS’ WRESTLING
(Continued from page 1)

BOYS’ ICE HOCKEY
Trailblazers win 
fourth straight

The Trailblazers, a co-op team 
from Windham/Westbrook/Bonny 
Eagle made it four straight wins 
thanks to a 6-0 shutout over Mar-
shwood/Traip/Sanford/Noble on 
Monday, Feb. 17. Sawyer Perkins 
was perfect in net as the Trailblaz-
ers scored six times for the second 
consecutive game. They beat Lake 
Region 6-4 on Feb. 15. The four 
game win streak began with con-
secutive shutouts over Biddeford 
and Gorham. The Trailblazers 
held the sixth spot in the 13-team 
Class A ‘One Region’ with one 
regular season game remaining.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques • Silver 

Gold • Coins
CHRIS LORD 
ANTIQUES

One item or entire estate. 
Cash paid for all antiques. 
Antique jewelry, coins, silver, 
gold, paintings, clocks, lamps, 
telephones, phonographs, radios, 
nautical items, weathervanes, 
dolls & toys, pottery, military 
items, photography, swords,  
advertising signs, fountain pens,  
bottles, tools, books & much, 
much, more! Buying antiques 

for over 20 years. 
Barn and attic clean-out also.

(207) 233-5814 
ME & NHTREE SERVICES

TREE REMOVAL 
PRUNING - FIREWOOD 

EXCAVATION WORK 
FULLY INSURED 

BRIAN MARTELL 
207-391-3086

ACUPUNCTURE

Peck’s Family Acupuncture
813 Main Street

Waterboro, ME 04087
(207) 247-7388

www.pecksfamily
acupuncture.com

BOAT CANVAS

BOAT CANVAS   
REPAIRS

Northeast Canvas
necanvas@gmail.com

207-608-3212

EXCAVATING
Frostwalls, Foundation,

Repairs, Septic Systems,
Camps Lifted, Sill Work,

Drainage, Driveways,
Demolition, Landscaping

TODD ZAGARELLA LTD. 
207-793-4111

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PEST SERVICES

Mice, squirrell, tick, ant & 
mosquito control. Wildlife 
relocation. Bat exclusions. 
RANGER PEST SERVICES

“Ranger” Rick Reinhard • 712-8871
rangerpestservices@yahoo.com

PORTABLE SHELTERS

SHELTERLOGIC
12'x20'x8'-round or peak-$699.00

Other shelter sizes available. 
FMI call Tom’s Small  

Engine Repair, Sanford
(207) 490-2571

TAX SERVICES

TAX PREPARATION  
JOHN FLEURY 
207-776-0055

E-file, Free consultation, 
pick up and delivery, 
Compare and save!

TAX SERVICES

 WATER SERVICES

AMERICAN MECHANICAL 
& PLUMBING INC. 

Plumbing and Well Pump 
Repair and Installations. 

LICENSED & INSURED 
207-650-5617 

CARPENTRY

CARPENTRY & PAINTING
Expert Rotted Wood Repairs

High Quality Work
Insured • 30 Years Experience                         
Call Mark: 207-432-9637

or 603-800-9683

 PLUMBING & HEATING

URGENT CARE 
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Residential, Commercial, Remodels, 
New Construction, New Installations, 
Service, Repairs and Emergencies.  

Collaborate with general contractors, 
and other construction professionals. 
We service any location in Maine. 

207-651-3955

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR PROPERTY?
We can manage exisiting 

AND new projects.
Call the Property Doctors

at (207) 651-9269

HOWLAND 
HEAT PUMPS

Sales, Service and 
Installation

Call for a FREE estimate
1-207-608-1941

HEATING & COOLING CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY

Your ad 
here for 
only $7

LOCALLOCAL
SERVICESERVICE Directory Directory

GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Premium quality aluminum. 
Serving Maine for 35 years. 
Senior & military discounts.

CALL LARRY
207-651-3794

   PER 
WEEK!

FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE

BUY • SELL • TRADE

ACCOUNTING + TAX SOLUTIONS 
PATTY GRAVES

Bookkeeping & Tax Preparation 
with Cyber Security
207-646-5244

pattygraves37@gmail.com

Thank you for reading!

GRETCHEN BRIGGS
Associate Broker  

MAINE REAL ESTATE EXPERTS 
Cell 207-653-9059

10gretchen@gmail.com
RESULTS THAT MOVE YOU

Thinking of selling your home, camp or family estate? 
Call or text me today to schedule a FREE 
COMPARATIVE MARKET ANALYSIS. 

Service and Expertise 
That Bring You Home!

Tina White
Associate Broker/Realtor
Phone: 207-289-4347
Email: Twhite.re23@gmail.com
PlowmanRealtyGroup.com

 COMMERCIAL/OFFICE  
SPACE FOR RENT 

 

1st Floor, 3 rooms - 20 Main St - Cornish 
Locate Your Business in this Charming 

Downtown Village Location! – Call  
(207) 625-3095  - or - (207) 318-7796 

Real EstateReal Estate

FREE ITEMS, 
AND LOST & 

FOUND 
LISTINGS ARE 
FREE. Email:

ads@waterboro
reporter.com

LOST & FOUND

PREMIUM SELF STORAGE UNITS
IN SOUTHERN MAINE

RENT QUALITY SELF STORAGE UNITS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Sanford  207.850.1051 Kezar Falls 207.625.2144
Springvale  207.324.1644 Baldwin 207.625.7867
Airport SS  207.324.8440 Hollis 207.727.9002
Route 1   207.985.3300 Waterboro 207.280.8600

www.SafeStorageMaine.comCall or text: 207-651-9269 
Email: mdinme@gmail.com

Property Property 
DoctorsDoctors

• GENERAL CONTRACTING SERVICES •

RE
M
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 • 
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AN SERVICES  •  PAINTING

Please
Recycle
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Chad E. Poitras Cremation 
and Funeral Service Chapel  

BUXTON 929-3723

Poitras, Neal & York 
Funeral Home 

CORNISH 625-3221

Poitras Funeral Homes

Trust - Caring - Peace of Mind. Proudly Serving York County and Beyond

www.mainefuneral.com

Waterboro 
location 

coming soon!

Here for you 
since 1882

BUXTON • Portland Rd. & Rte. 202 • 929-8200
SACO • 365 Main Street • 282-0562  www.dcpate.com

Dennett, Craig & Pate
              Funeral Home and                 Cremation Services

Honoring the loss 
of your loved ones and 
celebrating their life...

the Denne� , Craig & Pate diff erence

VOTE: FRIDAY, MARCH 7th

SHAPLEIGH SELECTMAN
-  E X P E R I E N C E D  -

9 Yrs. Budget Committee & 9 Yrs. Selectman

B
I
L
LMAGEARY

An independent 
community newspaper

www.waterbororeporter.com 
P.O. Box 75, North Waterboro, ME 04061 
247-1033 • news@waterbororeporter.com
Kerry DeAngelis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Publisher/Advertising Manager

ads@waterbororeporter.com

Mike DeAngelis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Sports Editor
news@waterbororeporter.com

Joanne Bargioni  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Contributing Writer
Cynthia Matthews  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Contributing Writer
Allison Williams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Contributing Writer 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS:  
Receive the Reporter in the mail each week for $75 per year . 
The Reporter is published on Thursdays, 50 weeks per year .  
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©2025 All Rights Reserved . All logos and trademarks are property of their respective owners . 
No part of this publication may be reproduced without permission from the publisher .

The opinions expressed in the Reporter are not necessarily those of the publisher .
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Obituaries
Ernest Ray Kiley 

Ernest Ray Kiley, age 68, 
passed away peacefully at his 
home in 
Brownfield on 
Feb. 10, 2025.

He was 
born in Saco 
on April 3, 
1956, a son of 
Alice (Loring) 
Kiley.

Ernest at-
tended Massa-
besic Schools 
while he grew up in the Limerick 
and Waterboro area.

He will always be remembered 
for the enjoyment he had hunting 
and fishing; however, it was his 
love of family and friends that 
was most important to him.

Over the years, Ernest was em-
ployed as a mechanic and worked 
in the construction field. In more 
recently years, he was self-em-
ployed doing mostly property 
management roles.

He is predeceased by his moth-

er Alice; and sisters Josephine 
Lashua and Mary Reed.

Ernest is survived by his be-
loved wife Susan (Hanscome) Ki-
ley; children Samantha Kiley of 
Lovell, Jeremy Kiley of Fryeburg, 
and Tabitha Blood and her hus-
band Merton of Lovell; siblings 
William Kiley, Estelle Mooney, 
Patricia Hussey, Betty Graffam, 
Robert Kiley, and George Kiley; 
several grandchildren; and many 
dear friends and extended family.

Visitation will be held on Sun-
day, Feb. 23 from 1 to 2 p.m. at 
the Poitras, Neal & York Funeral 
Home, 71 Maple Street, Cornish, 
followed by a service at 2 p.m. at 
the funeral home. Online condo-
lences can be submitted at www.
mainefuneral.com.

A celebration of life will fol-
low at the Waterboro Lions Club, 
813D Main Street, Waterboro.

The Kiley family would like to 
give a Special thanks to the Hos-
pice of Southern Maine team of 
caregivers & New England Can-
cer Center team.  

Ernest Ray Kiley

– across the federal government.
“On the layoffs, here is 

the  problem.  You have testified, 
and the press release has been, that 
this  is done in a thoughtful way 
with  reviews.  I am a great advo-
cate of Ronald Reagan’s admoni-
tion ‘trust but verify.’ I would like 
to see some data that verifies that 
that took place.  It is hard for me 
to believe  that 1000 people were 
laid off in a matter of weeks with 
the kind of thoughtful process that 
you are  defining,” Senator King 
said. “ …’The next  administra-
tion should explore  how reviews 
would be accelerated  with clear-
ance from OMB to  target signif-
icant cost savings from revising 
disability  rating awards.’  That 
is a change of benefits.  For fu-
ture claimants, and listen to this, 
‘while  preserving them fully 
or  partially for existing  claim-
ants.’”

Senator King continued, “Par-
tially is a pregnant term.  That 
means you are talking about  po-
tentially reducing benefits for peo-
ple who are getting them  now…
the phrase  ‘preserving benefits 
fully or  partially for existing 
claimants’  is not very reassuring 
to the veterans of this country.”

Senator King then questioned 
the nominee on his support for AI 
in reviewing veterans claims, not-
ing that AI is a tool, but cannot be 
used as a medical decision maker 
when lives are at stake.

“One is a suggestion for the 
VA to increase  automation.  ‘The 
best way to provide benefits more 
faster and more accurately is by 

FY2024 NDAA — which allows 
military spouses to have a remote 
work career with any federal agen-
cy and helps them to maintain con-
sistent employment should they 
move with their spouse. He also 
introduced the  Improving Access 
to Prenatal Care for Military Fam-
ilies Act to expand military family 
care to cover critical health care 
during pregnancies. Most recent-
ly, he joined the bipartisan  Fair-
ness for Servicemembers and their 
Families Act to improve financial 
security for military families by 
ensuring life insurance packages 
for servicemembers and veterans 
adjust for increases in cost of liv-
ing and inflation.

VA BENEFITS
(Continued from page 1)

using technology to perform most 
of the work.’ We are already learn-
ing in the  private sector through 
insurance  companies that giving 
AI the  decision about making 
these kind  of decisions does not 
work well. Do you think increased 
use of technology and artificial in-
telligence in claims processing is 
a good idea?” King asked.

Dr. Lawrence responded, 
“Thank you for the question, Sen-
ator. If you noticed it  said most 
of the work.  The way the claim 
comes about is  that there is a lot 
of work  where you gather infor-
mation and  it is called develop-
ment.  That’s what takes  so long, 
getting the veterans’ information 
in front of someone to make a de-
cision. Technology can be used to 
gather  the information faster. So, 
a government employee and a 
claims adjudicator can  make the 
decision.”

  King asked again, “You are 
testifying that you are not talking 
about  AI making the decision 
but simply automating the collec-
tion of data?”

“It is called development. That 
is correct.  The decision should 
be made by an individual, a V.A. 
employee as required by law. But 
also to bring judgment into things. 
I think technology is great but it is 
not the end all be all,” Dr. Law-
rence concluded.

Representing one of the states 
with the highest rates of military 
families and veterans per capita, 
Senator King has been a staunch 
advocate for America’s service-
members and veterans. Last year, 
he led the bipartisan  Military 
Spouse Employment Act — piec-
es of which passed into law in the 

Send your 
letters, recipes, 
photos, poems 

& stories to: 
news@waterboro

reporter.com

Write to us!Write to us!

Please include name, town and 
phone number (for verification).

ads@waterboro
reporter.com
247-1033

Newspaper 
advertising 

WORKS!
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ONLINE RESERVATIONS: www.rivertapandgrill.com      

E AT  LO C A LE AT  LO C A L  •   •  D R I N K  LO C A LD R I N K  LO C A L,

 

HOURS: TUE.-WED. 3-9; THU.-SAT. 11-9; SUN. 9-8 (BRUNCH 9-2)      298-9620

LUNCHLUNCH  THU-SUN 11AMTHU-SUN 11AM

CRIBBAGECRIBBAGE  FRIDAYS 5:30-9FRIDAYS 5:30-9
FMI email: info@salmonfallscountryclub.com

HAPPY  HOURHAPPY  HOUR  TUE-THU 3-5TUE-THU 3-5

BRUNCHBRUNCH  SUN 9AM-2PMSUN 9AM-2PM

52 GOLF COURSE LANE, HOLLIS

OPENOPEN on  on 
 ITS 89 Hollis  ITS 89 Hollis 
     near 4A bridge!     near 4A bridge!

TAKE THETAKE THE
SNOWMOBILE SNOWMOBILE 

TRAIL! TRAIL! 
PLUS:

Cross Country 
Skiing & Snow 

Shoeing!
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THANK YOU for supporting your local community 
newspaper and the businesses on these pages! 

Don’t forget to tell them you saw their ad HERE in the REPORTER.

Call or text: 207-651-9269 

Property DoctorsProperty Doctors
General Contracting ServicesGeneral Contracting Services
NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELING

FULL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

$25 PER WEEK • 4-WEEK MINIMUMSIZE: 3.2”W x 1.75”H FREE DESIGN SERVICE
Local Calling Cards
CALL 247-1033 • AD DEADLINE TUESDAYS AT 5 P.M. • EMAIL: ADS@WATERBOROREPORTER.COM

WANTED
Junk Cars & Trucks, Scrap Metal

We buy the following metals:
Copper • Brass • Aluminum Cans • Batteries 
• Stainless • Lead • Wire • Aluminum Wheels 

(with or without tires) • Large amounts of Metal 
• Steel • Appliances • Catalytic Converter

Call: 207-793-2022
366 Sokokos Trail North • Route 5, Limerick, ME 04048

C.I.A. SALVAGE We’ll beat any reasonable
offer for complete vehicles.

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Mon-Fri 8-4, Sat 8-2

Closed Sundays

Cory Freeman
Licensed Electrician

207-292-8739
Cjfreeman77@gmail.com

TRU bLU Electric
Residential Wiring and Repair

Larry Whitely Jr.  OWNER
uptownautolimerick@gmail.com

207-793-4600

SALES - SERVICE - DETAILING

5 Main Street, Limerick, ME 04048

Firewood
Landscaping

Tree Removal
Chipper

Yard Clean-Ups
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

TOP CUTT
Tree Service
207-423-7573
Owner - Josh
Licensed Arborist

Behavior Modification, Group Classes, 
Private Training, and much more!
1040 MAIN STREET, WATERBORO
207 251-2296 • bluefawnmaine.com207 251-2296 • bluefawnmaine.com

DOG & PUPPY SCHOOL

  Weekly trash pick-up service
   for Waterboro – $50/month
Also offering junk removal!

Call or text 207-432-4037Call or text 207-432-4037

ETHAN 
STEARNS

stearnsmachineco@gmail.com
HEAT PUMP INSTALLATION, 

CLEANING & SERVICING
Alfred, ME   207-206-2977

Stearns Machine CoStearns Machine Co

by
Jon Simonds

Take the bus
The flight to Florida was ter-

rible. I could hear the 
ghost of my dad whis-
per “You get what you 
pay for.” I never real-
ly understood that. 
Seemed to me you 
can’t get anything in 
this country until you 
pay for it. I never fly. I 
last booked a flight in 
the early 90’s through 
a travel agency. To-
day, you can do all this right 
through the phone on the World 
Wide Web.  I was stunned to 
find a ticket into Palm Beach for 
27 dollars. This was a hop skip 
and a jump to Del Ray Beach 
where my daughter was getting 
married. So I grabbed it.

Not having flown in nearly 
35 years you can only imagine 
my shock when I learned air-
lines now charge your bags to 
fly – 90 bucks a bag at the tick-
et counter. When I got to Flor-
ida before going to the hotel, I 
stopped at a UPS store to see 
what the shipping costs would 
be for my two bags back to 

Maine.  I saved $53.29.  I might 
have done better with FedEx 
Ground, but they are non-union. 
As a matter of fact they’re not 

even employees of 
FedEx. They’re sub-
contractors forced to 
disguise themselves 
as FedEx.  It’s decep-
tive. It’s dishonest. 

Remember George 
Carlin? Technolo-
gy today is a little 
spooky. Not ten min-
utes after I booked 

my flight a video pops up of 
George Carlin talking about the 
many ways said airline keeps 
you safe. She begins with the 
seatbelt and holds up a seat belt, 
inserting one end of the belt into 
the other with emphasis on the 
importance of the click, how 
to pull the belt tight and finally 
how to release the safety belt 
when the Captain determines it 
is safe to do so. It’s a very fun-
ny video. I highly recommend 
watching it. I couldn’t keep a 
straight face watching my stew-
ardess go through this routine. I 
guess people were nicer back in 
the day because today they’ve 
added the importance of being 

considerate of those around you. 
“When listening to music devic-
es with your headphones,” she 
said, “please remember to mute 
your volume.”  

The weather in Florida was 
terrible. Nothing like the snow 
storm I drove through to get to 
Portland from where I live. It 
was six degrees when I left the 
house. With all the anti-pollu-
tion devices in new cars today it 
was 22 minutes before the heat 
was warm. I got off the plane 
and stepped outside the air con-
ditioned terminal into the park-
ing garage where the rental car I 
paid for sat in row F spot 37.  It 
was hot.  Humid.  I had to stop 
at the bottom of row F to re-
move my winter coat. The sweat 
had soaked through my thermal 
shirt and was begining to stain 
my flannel. I don’t know how 
anybody can live here. I hoped 
the air conditioning in the rental 
offered the same frigid blast my 
heater gave me for the first 22 
minutes of my drive to the Port-
land Jetport back in Maine this 
morning. 

I checked in to my hotel, 
showered and dressed for the re-
hearsal. As the father of the bride 

OPINIONOPINION
I was part of the wedding party 
and had to be shown when and 
how to walk my daughter down 
the aisle. I wondered where 
everyone was when I walked 
my daughter to the school bus 
when she first started her jour-
ney through 12 years of school, 
or when I walked her across the 
street, but this was her big week-
end so I went along with the au-
dition and just in case I might 
be getting a tad senile in my old 
age, after accomplishing the feat 
we were told we were going to 
do this all over again just to be 
sure we have it right. Then we 
were off to a post rehearsal din-
ner at a posh restaurant where 
everyone was happy, none more 
so than the owner of the restau-
rant with the menu of exquisite 
dinners priced at what fed a 
family of four for a month when 
my dad explained the intricate 
workings of a complex world. 

The wedding was great. The 
rental car, not so much. It’s a 
good thing I left early. I got a 
block away from the hotel and 
the screen of the display start-
ed flashing engine power loss. 
When you put your foot on the 
gas and the car merely exhales 

before shutting down the last 
thing I need is some voice tell-
ing me I have an engine power 
loss. “Pull to the side of the road 
and remain in the vehicle until 
it is safe to get out.” I didn’t 
know when you call the service 
number for roadside assistance 
there is no way in God’s uni-
verse of reaching a human be-
ing. No wonder CEO salaries 
today exceed the GDP of 81% 
of the countries in Europe. Avis 
and Budget have no employees. 
They have a paying customer 
stuck in a car punching numbers 
into a phone for 25 minutes so 
they can send me a text telling 
me they searching for a service 
provider and will let me know 
when they have found one. I 
found a couple of kids and paid 
them 50 bucks to push me into 
a plaza parking lot, locked the 
car and was told about a thing 
called Uber. 

Have you seen the inside of 
a Greyhound bus these days? 
Your luggage rides for free.

Jon Simonds lives in North 
Waterboro and is the author of 
“Brooklyn Encounters,” a collec-
tion of short stories available on 
Kindle. 


